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‘My God’ was their response Friends of other faiths Harry Potter saint or sinner? 

David Winter reflects on 11 September 2001 David Barton says we have much to celebrate Two opposing views side by side 


the Door 


Why worry when you 
can pray? 


To celebrate One World Week we 
interview the Revd Anthony Poggo 


survived famine 


in the Sudan 


BERKSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE A HO OXFORDSHIRE 


WE BRING GOOD NEWS 


www.oxford.anglican.org 


OCTOBER 2001 


No 126 


It s their qosiI ! 

Thirty three candidates from the St Albans and Oxford Ministry Course are heading for parishes in the Oxford Diocese 
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The 33 will be ordained deacons in services on 29 and 30 September. They include a diplomat currently serving in Washington, an interior designer and a customs officer. 
The group were photograhed by Frank Blackwell at their weekend retreat at the London Bible College 


Visit us on the web: www.onevillage.oi 


one village 
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0845 4584 7070 


From artisan's cooperatives 

Tpg a .ice to shop for Interiors 


Reading school send ‘hopes.wishes 
and prayers’ to New York children 

THE day after the terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre 
in New York, a special assembly was called at New Christ 
Church C of E primary school in Reading. At another assem- 
bly in the afternoon the children brought candles with their 
‘hopes, wishes and prayers’ for the people of New York. These 
were taken by the Vicar of Christ Church, Father David West, 
and made into larger candles to send to a New York school. 
That night Beverley Revie, the Headmistress of New Christ 
Church searched the internet for schools in New York and 
came across St Barnabas in the Bronx. She contacted the head- 
mistress who was overwhelmed to hear the prayers of the chil- 
dren in Reading especially as many St Barnabas children had 
lost parents who were fire-fighters. The ‘hopes, wishes and 
prayer’ candles were sent off on 21 September. It is hoped that 
this will be the start of a link between the two schools. 

See also ‘God will wipe every tear from their eyes’ on page 2 
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Behind the news 

God will wipe every tear from their eyes 


David Winter’s Thought for the Day on 
BBC Radio 4 on 15 September 2001 


DURING the endlessly 
painful coverage of the 
New York disaster on 
Tuesday, there came the 
moment when the second 
tower of the World Trade 
Centre began to crumble. 
The BBC reporter tem- 
porarily abandoned' his 
camera and microphone to 
take cover, but the camera 
continued to picture the 
events and the microphone 
to pick up the sound. As 
the vast tower slowly fell in 
a thick cloud of dust and 
debris, we heard the spon- 
taneous reaction of the 
onlooking crowd. There 
was an anguished chorus 
of ‘Oh my God!’ and one 
man, very near the micro- 
phone, simply said ‘Jesus’. 
Their words were not, did- 
n’t seem remotely to be, 
blasphemous. Their 
response was one of awe. 
In the presence of this shat- 
tering vision of the transi- 
tory and fragile nature of 
humanity, only the lan- 
guage of divinity could 
begin to express their feel- 
ings. And the man who 
uttered ‘Jesus’? It sounded, 
and perhaps was, a cry for 
comfort, a cry that could 
only be addressed to one 


who knew what suffering 
is. 

It seemed almost an intru- 
sion when the commentary 
was resumed. What could 
words add? In some situa- 


tions, the only thing that 
seems truly appropriate is 
silence, and perhaps that 
was why yesterday’s 
three minute silence was 
so precious to so many 


millions of people all over 
Europe. In the silence we 
can listen to heart and 
conscience and even - if 
we are willing - hear the 
voice of God. There is a 


solidarity in silence that 
words inevitably contra- 
dict. In the book of 
Revelation in the Bible, 
there is a vision of the 
people who have passed 


through ‘the great tribu- 
lation’ now standing 
around the throne of 
God ‘and God will wipe 
every tear from their eyes’. 
Then, it says, ‘There was 
silence in heaven for the 
space of half an hour’. 
Even the worship of heav- 
en was stilled in the face 
of so much suffering and 
so great a need for com- 
fort. Perhaps only silence 
can accommodate such 
feelings of awe. At these 
moments, ‘My God!’ 
seems a perfectly fitting 
response. As does that sin- 
gle cry of ‘Jesus’. For, in all 
the panorama of the 
world’s religions, with all 
the beautiful teaching 
and moral guidance they 
offer, here is a figure who 
speaks eloquently of a 
God who knows about 
human suffering. In a first 
world war poem Edward 
Shillito addressed his 
verses to the ‘Jesus of the 
Scars’, the crucified figure 
who showed his wounds 
to his disciples. His poem 
ends with these words: to 
our wounds, only God’s 
wounds can speak, And 
not a God has wounds, but 
thou alone. 



Newton and Sierra Leone 


THE village of Newton, near 
Freetown in Sierra Leone has 
a link with SS Peter and 
Paul, John Newton’s church 
in Olney Buckinghamshire. 
Rena Partridge, a former 
CMS missionary, went from 
Olney to Freetown in July of 
this year to establish the link 
just before the rebels arrived 
and burnt down 200 houses 
in Newton and ransacked 


the rest. The people of Olney 
are now working to raise 
funds to Kelp rebuild these 
houses, at a cost of £250 per 
house. A group of young 
people in Newton will super- 
vise the project with the sup- 
port and encouragement of 
the village elders. Together 
they will ensure that neither 
money nor building materi- 
als go astray. 


Choices for the Earth’s future 


‘CHRISTIAN Choices for the 
Future of the Earth’ wall be the 
theme of Churches Together in 
Oxfordshire’s annual assem- 
bly on Saturday 17 November. 
Dr Elaine Storkey, President of 
Tear Fund, and Thought for 
the Day contributor will be the 
main speaker at the assembly 
at Oxford Brookes’ Harcourt 


Hill Campus (formerly 
Westminster College). The 
Northumbria Community are 
leading worship and also a 
workshop. The cost is £7.50 
per person (concessions £5 
and one free place per car) 
including a simple lunch. For 
details ring Christopher Hall 
on 01869 338225. 


Canterbury honour for Oxford 


TWO new Provincial 
Honorary Canons were 
installed at Canterbury 
Cathedral on Sunday 16 
September, by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Most Revd Dr George 
Carey. The new Canons are 
the Revd Dr Herman Browne 
and Revd John Rees. John 
Rees is a solicitor as well as a 
priest and is a partner in the 


Oxford office of the firm of 
Winkworth Sherwood. He is 
the Registrar of the Diocese 
of Oxford and Legal Advisor 
to the Anglican Consultative 
Council. He says: ‘My hope 
always is that, through my 
dual roles, I may help both 
lawyers and clergy to find 
ways through the maze of 
regulations that are so much 
a part of Church life.’ 


Once more onto the streets 


We share the sorrow of America 


PEOPLE of all denominations 
and faiths have joined to reflect 
on the American tragedies. 

• At Christ Church Cathedral 
there were prayers for the vic- 
tims at all regular services, and 
bells were tolled and there was 
Commemorative Evensong. 

• Churches Together in Oxford 
arranged a service called ‘USA 
Tragedy’ on 19 September at 
Wesley Memorial Methodist 
Church. The service raised 
£250 for the World Trade 
Centre Disaster Fund. 


• St Mary’s, Kidlington had a 
book for people to write con- 
dolences. 

• Trinity Church, Lower Earley 
was open on 14 September for 
prayers and quiet reflection. 

• Church bells all over the 
Diocese were tolled until 11am 
on 14 September before the 
three minute silence 

• A candlelight peace proces- 
sion in Oxford on 22 
September passed the Friends 
Meeting House, the Synagogue, 
a mosque and the Cathedral. 


c We must nourish all that we hold in common’ 

We and ali people of good faith and goodwill-whatever their reli- 
gious, ethnic or racial background-are appalled by these terrible 
attacks on American cities. Such evil deeds have no place in the 
world we seek to build and share. Our hearts go out to the people 
of America and all those who grieve and mourn. We pray for them and 
with them. We remember the dead, the bereaved, the injured, and the 
missing, and all those working to save life. As Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim religious leaders, we believe that it is vital amid so much 
anguish and suffering to nourish all that we hold in common and to 
resist ail that would drive us apart. We share a belief in God's com- 
passionate love and a commitment to cherish and respect our com- 
mon humanity. We pray that at this time of tragedy, we may be wor- 
thy of that gift and that challenge. 

This joint statement has been issued by Churches Together in Oxfordshire and 
signed by senior Church leaders including the Bishop of Dorchester and the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Birmingham and by leaders of other faith com- 
munities including Mrs Sandra Dwek, President; Oxford Jewish Community; 
Richmond Road Synagogue and Iman Mohamed Qasim of Medina Mosque. 


ONCE again the Oxford 
Sleep-Out is starting to raise 
money for the local housing 
charities. On 20 October 
there will be a Street 
Collection in central Oxford 
and on 24 November it is 
Sleep-Out Saturday in St 
Clement’s churchyard or you 
can sleep in your bed on 24 


November for £15. The 
Oxford Sleep-Out has already 
raised £103,000 in the last 
six years and is co-ordinated 
by David Belton. For more 
details contact him on 
01869 350405 or email bel- 
tondavid@hotmail.com 
January 27 2002 is 

Homelessness Sunday. 


You may just be in time to submit your DOOR survey from 
the September edition. The closing date is 30 September. 
Your views are important to us. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio ver- 
sion of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285 


BOURNEMOUTH 

Fellowship Break for all 
ages late January. 
Mon-Thurs £96 pp. 
Pre Christmas Turkey & 
Tinsel Breaks. 

£1 20 pp 4 Night Break. 
Tel: 

Ol 20 2554933 



APEXIA LTD 


Planning an extension? 
Need help? 

At APEXIA LTD we do all the hard work for 
you from plans & drawings, planning 
permission, right up to the completion 
of the job. 

All aspects of building work. 

Call for more details and Initial Survey 
01344 307141 / 07900 583461 


lo Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 58802 1/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 


CY FINISHES LTD 
Stow Enamelling . 
Powder Coating. 
Screen Printin g 

Arnhem Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 5RU 

Tel: 01635 43860 
Fax: 01635 38547 

M & N Publishing (1994) 

Write or telephone for submission 
guidelines. 

All genres considered. 

Check our list of paperback 
books of quality. 

Telephone: 01484 545 123 

PO Box 448 Northumberland Street, 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire HD1 4YA 

E-mail: info@mandnpublishing.co.uk 
www.mandnpubUshing.co.uk 


AUDIO AND VISUAL SYSTEMS 

UK Supply and installation of: 

• PA Systems • Induction Loop Systems • Video Data Projectors 
• Overhead Projectors • Projection Screens 
• High Speed Cassette Copiers • Blank Cassettes C10-C120 
CALL FOR OUR NEW 80 PAGE CATALOGUE 

A and C AUDIO VISUAL 

Tel: 01555 772648 Fax: 01555 752060 

E-mail: enquiries@aandcaudio.co.uk 
Website: www.aandcaudio.co.uk 

St Matthew, Midgham, Nr Reading 

ORGANIST 

Required for Sunday Morning 

Services 

(BCP and CW) 

also for occasional festival services 
(Lent, Holy Week, Harvest, 
Christmas) 

RSCM rate of pay 
Fine Chamber organ 
Potential to develop services 
* musically 

For further details contact: 
Canon Christine Redgrave, 

The Rectory, Birds Lane, 
Midgham, Reading RG7 5UL 

Tel: 0118 9712186 


MED REJUVENATION 

AGA'S and BATH'S 

On-site rejuvenation 
Cheaper than replacement 

CALL NOW 

07069 902371/ 08450 900144 
Fax 07069 902371 
email: chieta@hitoasi.com 
Quote ref : OD2 


SPAIN 

Village House In lovely, 
unspoilt Andalucian Valley. 
Ideally placed to Ski in 
Sierra Nevada, swim on 
Costa Del Sol, visit ancient 
Moorish Palaces of 
Grenada and The 
Alhambra. Sleeps 2-6 
adults + 2 children 
.From 

£220 per Week 
Tel: 0161 8812603 


BELLABY'S 

Celebrated Jigsaws 

Handcrafted 
personalised jigsaw 
puzzles. Turn your 
family photographs 
into jigsaws. 

Tel: 01434 382152 



Gifts for Wine 
Enthusiasts 

Please visit our website: 

www.brizard.co.uk 

or for a full colour brochure 
call Oliver Brizjard 

Tel: 01423 339151 
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News 


Dazzling array of speakers for 2002 Convention 


Speakers list reads like ‘Who’s Who’ 


THE SPEAKER’S list at the 
2002 Oxford Diocesan 
Convention is beginning to 
read like a Christian ‘Who’s 
Who’. It already includes 
George Carey, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the former 
Roman Catholic nun and 
writer and broadcaster, Lavinia 
Byrne. Jerome Berryman who 
has devised ‘Godly Play’ a phi- 
losophy for communicating 
Christianity to young children, 
has also agreed to be there and 


so too has John Drane from the 
evangelical wing of the Church 
of Scodand who is an expert on 
the New Age movement. 

The ‘Living Mission’ 
Convention will take place 
in High Wycombe from 11 
to 13 July based mainly in 
the buildings of Wycombe 
Abbey School and the 
adjoining Buckinghamshire 
Chilterns University College. 
Up to 1600 people can be 
accommodated on on the 


Friday and Saturday but as 
many as 3000 people will 
have a chance to hear the 
Archbishop, the evangelist 
Tony Campolo and theolo- 
gian Tom Wright at the 
Saturday plenary events. 

Each day delegates can 
choose from one of four learn- 
ing tracks taken from the main 
themes of the Diocese’s Sharing 


Life project. They are: Centred 
on God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit; Orientated towards the 
world and its needs; 
Connecting to people in new 
ways; Serious about Christian 
discipleship. Workshops, semi- 
nars and worship in each track 
will be grouped around these 
themes so that participants are 
engaging with them at a new 


and challenging level. 

Wanda Adams, of the 
Oxford Harmony Trust, has 
been appointed the musical 
director. Under her direction, 
the worship at the last 
Diocesan conference at 
Bognor. was outstanding. 
Once again Wanda will be 
looking for volunteer singers 
and instrumentalists espe- 
cially for the final worship 
on 13 July. 

‘I am hoping and praying 


that, under God, the 2002 
Convention will be even 
more of a blessing for our 
lives and our parishes than 
Bognor. So please do set your 
sights on early July 2002 and 
make this a priority in your 
diary’ said the Bishop of 
Oxford. 

Booking for the High 
Wycombe Convention, both 
residential and non-residen- 
tial, opens in January 2002. 

See also the advert on page 8 


Hymns about faith and work wanted 



A hymn competition'* will 
commemorate the life and 
work of Alan Christmas, the 
first industrial chaplain in 
the Oxford Diocese. The 
competition for the best new 
hymn submitted about the 
relationship between mod- 
ern daily work and the life of 
faith has been arranged by 
the trustees of the Alan 
Christmas Bursary Fund. 
There will be two possible 
prizes of £200, the first for 


an author aged 21 and over 
and the second for a writer 
aged under 21. 

Alan Christmas started in 
Slough in 1966 and was 
Diocesan Industrial 

Missioner until his prema- 
ture death in 1987. 

Entries for the competition must 
be submitted by 11 December to: 
Mrs Jo Saunders, Alan Christmas 
Bursary Fund Hymn Competition, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


OUR Diocesan Cricket team won 
the Church Times Cricket Cup for 
the eighth time in 13 years by 
the narrowest of margins on 6 
September was at Southgate in 
North London. 

Hugh White, Vicar of 
Deddington, captained Oxford 
this year and his parishioners are 
well over £400 poorer as they spon- 
sored him for every Oxford win with 
the money going to a parish in 
Kimberley and Kuruman. 

Oxford won the toss and decided 
to bat Runs came freely at first 
but then tight bowling tied Oxford 
down. Thanks to a patient innings 
from Andrew Wingfield-Digby 
Oxford accumulated 173. 

Brilliant bowling by Bentley and 
Wingfield-Digby reduced 
Chichester to 13 for three but then 
a big partnership put the Sussex 
team into a commanding position. 
But back came the Oxford bowlers 
so that at 137 for nine the game 


seemed over. However sensible bat- 
ting from the last two Chichester 
batmen and some ragged Oxford 
bowling meant that Chichester 
needed seven runs to win with one 
over to go. The second ball headed 
for the boundary. Instead Tom Thorp 
clung on to a heart stopping catch 
and won the match for Oxford. 

Andrew Wingfield-Digby of 
Christians in Sport received the 
Man of the Match award from 
Church Times Editor Paul 
Handley (pictured) but handed 
the magnum of champagne to 
Tom Thorp who received it with 
bruised hands from that amazing 
winning catch. 

If there are any undiscovered 
cricketers with a Bishop's license 
(ALMs, LLMs, OLM's etc) who 
would like to be on a winning side 
for 2002 would they get in touch. 
The cricket is fun; the company's 
even better. 

Tom Moffat (01635 862616) 


Dorchester unearths 
hidden treasures 

SIGNS of a Saxon cathedral, 
18 skeletons of medieval 
canons, the bones of a 12th 
century abbot and a rare 9th 
century glass were the high- 
lights of Dorchester Abbey’s 
‘Treasures and Pleasures’ 
open day on 22 September. 
Guiding visitors around 
some of the treasures that 
have come to light during 
recent restoration work were 
two archeologists, Graham 
Keevil and Simon Tomson. 
At the same time Patrick 
Eccles gave a guided tour of 
St Birinus Catholic Church 
in Dorchester which dates 
from 1845. The day ended 
with a concert of baroque 
music and a supper. 

The evening before on 21 
September the Bishop of 
Dorchester presided at a 
Solemn Evensong to give 
thanks that the halfway 
point to the Abbeys target of 
£5 million has been reached 
and to pray for guidance in 
all that lies ahead. 

One of the key features of 
the restored Dorchester 
Abbey will be an ecumenical 
shrine for pilgrimage. So it 
was appropriate that Canon 
Tom Farrell, Episcopal 
Visitor for Oxfordshire for 
Archdiocese of Birmingham 
was the preacher at the ser- 
vice and that the congrega- 
tion included many other 
Roman Catholics. 


Alpha time in 
Reading 

GREYFRIARS Church in 
Reading has started its 
Autumn Alpha initiative 
with a bang. Jonathan Aitkin 
the ‘disgraced’ cabinet minis- 
ter and now student at 
Wycliffe Hall Oxford, spoke 
at Grey friars on 19 
September. He described 
how he became a Christian 
through Alpha while in 
prison. 

Nineteen local churches dis- 
tributed leaflets across their 
parishes inviting people to 
supper parties in churches, 
homes, halls, pubs and 
restaurants in September. The 
suppers are designed to intro- 
duce local people to the 
Alpha course, which provides 
an opportunity to explore the 
meaning of life. Interest in the 
supper parties is expected to 
be boosted by the ITV pro- 
gramme ‘Alpha: Will It 

Change Their Lives?’ a ten- 
part series presented by Sir 
David Frost, currently being 
broadcast on ITV on Sunday 
nights. Reading churches are 
joining with 7000 other 
churches in the UK in a major 
national advertising campaign, 
with eye-catching posters. 

Sue Wilmot, Alpha Co-ordi- 
nator for Greyfriars said 
‘Alpha is a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for anyone to investi- 
gate the Christian faith and to 
look for answers to the big 
questions.’ For details of Alpha 
in Reading ring 0118 951 6712. 


Church acts on domestic violence 

ONE in four women experience domestic violence in their lives. 
This is one of the key facts in a new leaflet about domestic vio- 
lence produced by a small group within the Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility. A copy of the leaflet, Church 
Action on Domestic Violence will be sent to every parish. 

The leaflet has been put together in consultation with Thames 
Valley police and Women’s Aid. It includes information about help 
lines and ‘first steps’ to help churches raise awareness of domestic 
violence with suggestions to prevent it and support its victims. 

‘Domestic violence is present throughout our society and there is 
now more openness in recognising and addressing it. As a 
Christian group we must respond to this repudiation of the gospel 
message of love and value of our neighbour’, said Mrs Jo 
Saunders, Social Responsibility Officer 

You can get more copies of Church Action on Domestic Violence from the BS R 
telephone 01865 208214. A display board is also available for parishes and 
organisations to borrow for short periods to help raise awareness of this issue. 


Our churches show off their heritage 

AMONG the 190 churches around the country who opened their 
doors on the ‘Heritage Days’ of 8 and 9 September were some 
gems in the Oxford Diocese. They included St Michael and All 
Angels, Thornton ‘an estate church in an idyllic parkland set- 
ting’ and St Mary’s, Lamboum Woodlands, designed by a pupil 
of Pugin and a near complete example of a Victorian church. 
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l October 18th - St Luke's Day 

| Our Gift of Healing 

Free treatment 

St Luke’s is the clergy’s own hospital, 
founded just over 100 years ago to care 
for Anglican clergy and their dependent 
families at no cost to them. 

Today, one of London’s most up-to-date acute 
hospitals, St Luke’s continues this tradition, free care 
being extended also to Ordinands and their spouses. 
Monks and Nuns of the Anglican Communion, Church 
Army Officers, overseas Missionaries, and Priests from 
Anglican churches abroad. 

Stewardship 

St Luke’s is a wonderful example of Christian 
Stewardship in action, for the Hospital is supported 
largely by private individuals, mostly church members, 
and treatment is given by some 220 leading 
consultants, who work for no fee. 

St Luke’s provides for the laity as well, through its 
Healthcare Scheme by which lay church members can 
receive treatment at greatly reduced costs. The Hospital 
also runs Couples Counselling services and courses on 
the management of Stress. 

Can you help? 

There couldn’t be a better way of celebrating the Feast 
of St Luke the Physician than by a gift, or with a parish 
project, to support the Hospital in his name! 


Will you help us? 


St Luke’s 


'V. \ The Re 




HOSPITAL FORTHE CLERGY 

r Caring for those who care for others 
14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
TeL 020 7388 4954. Fax. 020 7383 4812 
E-mail: stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
Website: stlukeshospital.org.uk 
Registered Charity 209236 


The Revd. Canon Paul Thomas, 
General Secretary and 
Hospital Administrator 
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People & places 



Reflecting on Taize 


The Bishop of Dorchester led a party of 24 mainly young adults 
from the Oxford Diocese to Taize from 28 July to August 6. 
Bishop Colin (pictured below right with Brother Robert, 
founder of the Taize community) and a younger member of the 
group (pictured above) comment on an unforgettable trip. 

Photos: Matthew Sampson 



Bishop Colin: 'Better than I had ever imagined’ 

‘FOR me, stepping on to the bus to Taize was something of a 
step into the unknown. Some had waxed lyrical about it, oth- 
ers had kindly tried to explain the programme to me, but the 
thought of spending a week with 4,000 young people left me 
with more questions than answers. The reality was better than 
I had ever imagined it would be. The services, the silences, the 
chance to think and reflect, the openness and friendship of the 
pilgrims gathered there, the group from this Diocese and all 
became very special. Yes, I could have done without the long, 
uncomfortable coach journeys but the memory of them soon 
disappeared, leaving me with the knowledge that Taize is a place 
where I, and many others, had the privilege to meet with God.’ 

Anna Rutherford: Taize is a place where . . . 

‘THOUSANDS of young people from all around the world come 
together to experience God as they never have before. 

I hunger for more of, as soon as I get on the coach to come home. 
Drinking from bowls is normal, and knives and forks a novelty 
and you experience the feeding of the 5000 three times every day 
- supplemented by Weetabix 
My tent suddenly becomes very attractive to ants. 

Of friendship, fun, lots of laughs and hope and reconciliation. 
There is more lack of prejudice than I have found anywhere else. 5 


SNIPPETS 


There is plenty 

SOUTH MDIA and St 

Bartholomew’s Church, 
Reading joined together in 
August for the feast of Onam 
and the patronal festival of St 
Bartholomew. For Christians 
in Kerala, South India, Onam 
is a joyful secular New Year 
festival. The celebrations 
delighted those who have wor- 
shipped at St Bart’s for up to 
80 years and by new members 
from Kerala. Nurses from 
India performed a Indian 
dance in traditional dress. One 
member of St Bart’s said ‘We 
have done all sorts of things 
on St Bart’s Day over the 
years, but nothing like this!’. 

QUAINTON CHURCH cele- 
brated its patronal day on 8 
September by inviting the vil- 
lage to a feast in church. The 
Vicar, Martin Partridge roast- 
ed two joints of local beef and 
the pews were replaced by 
long tables. ‘It is our way of 
giving a party for the whole 
village community to celebrate 
with us our dedication to 
Christian belief’ Martin said. 

JOHN RATINGS celebrated 
30 years of being Vicar of 
Wargrave in Berkshire. The 
occasion was marked by a 


to celebrate . . . 

Eucharist on 21 September. 

Bob Austen, Churchwarden of 
St Mary’s said: ‘John has made 
a major contribution to village 
life during his ministry here, 
and is a much-loved and well- 
respected figure. His talents for 
pastoral care and promoting 
the Gospel has been an inspira- 
tion for many Wargrave fami- 
lies over the years.’ 

ST MARY’S Churchyard in 
Princess Risborough is to be 
made into a sacred garden. A 
bronze statue of Jesus talking 
to a family with the inscrip- 
tion: ‘I am the way, the truth 
and the life.’ will be installed 
first and then seats and shrubs 
to create an area for reflection 
and prayen 

THE REVD BRIAN CASTLE, 

Vice-Principle of Cuddesdon 
College, has been appointed 
Suffragan Bishop Tonbridge in 
the Diocese of Rochester. 

FRANCE DAY 2001 Worship 
in French and learn how the 
Gospel is making progress in 
the Loire Valley. All welcome 
on Saturday 20 October 11 at 
5.30pm Westminster Chapel, 
Bucking-ham Gate, London, 
SW1. Details 01453 884454. 


Happy 300 th birthday USPG! 

USPG Area Fieldworker Colin Cockshaw reports on the colour- 
ful USPG birthday celebrations at Christ Church Cathedral 

USPG’S 300th Birthday was celebrated at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford on 22 September, in what one participant 
described as a ‘magnificent event’. People came from all parts 
of the Diocese and overseas and among the USPG staff who 
attended was the General Secretary, Bishop Mano Rumalshah. 
Morning activities and workshops, relating to different parts 
of the world, were followed by a picnic lunch in the sunshine 
of the Cathedral Garden. In addition to numerous activities 
for young and old, entertainment was provided by a clown, 
puppets and a Swahili Choir. The principal guest, the Revd 
Dr Dhyanchand Carr from the Church of South India, 
preached during the afternoon Eucharist, which was celebrat- 
ed by the Bishop of Reading, Dominic Walker. The congrega- 
tion left the Cathedral singing and dancing to a South African 
song of praise and afterwards, Bishop Dominic cut the 300th 
birthday cake to a rendering of ‘Happy birthday USPG’. 


A larger than life Christian 

Martin Flatman remembers Brian Brindley who died sud- 
denly on 1 August 2001 at his 70th birthday party 


UNTIL the 

1 960’s the 
only services 
legally permit- 
ted were those 
from the 
Book of 
Common 
Prayer. Even 
in the 1970’s, 
some still 
wanted the 
proposed 
Alternative 
Services Book 
to be as 
restrictive as 
the old one. 

Brian Brindley is often 
remembered as a flamboyant 
eccentric but the Diocese 
should also remember with 
pride someone who used his 
» skills of diplomacy, oratory 
and creativity to provide a 
new way forward. He per- 
suaded General Synod to 
accept alternative Eucharistic 
Prayers, writing one himself, 
and even more important 
introduced the rubric ‘other 
suitable words’ which 
legalised at last the introduc- 
tion of a wealth of great 
prayers from other traditions. 

I first became a friend of 
Brian’s in the early 1970’s 
when he was at Holy Trinity, 
Reading where he offered a 
beautiful if exotic Christian 
experience which he adver- 
tised by reminding people of 
‘fast trains from Paddington’ 
to reach his church! As a 
severe left-wing Anglo- 


Catholic 
curate at St 
Giles it was a 
bit over-the- 
top for me! 
The first time I 
heard the 
organ fanfare 
at the eleva- 
tion I had 
great difficulty 
not giggling, 
and his use of 
hundreds of 
candles for 
great cere- 
monies was 
like a medieval 
discotheque! However he also 
created an intimate chapel 
just right for a few people to 
gather and pray during daily 
Holy Communion. In the 
midst of elaborate ceremony 
was a deeply faithful 
Christian who often was to be 
found supporting the same 
causes as his Evangelical 
neighbours at Greyfriars. 

A larger-than-life Christian 
he might be, but Brian was 
above all a gentleman. 
Ordinary parishioners, as 
well as those he disagreed 
with, were treated with the 
same old-fashioned courtesy 
that he gave to his friends. 
Like me, Brian could not 
accept the direction the C of E 
took in the 1990’s and so he 
died a Roman Catholic, but 
his service to the C of E will 
always be significant. 

Martin Flatman is Chaplain of Oxford 
Brookes University. 



Jh 


Could you manage The DOOR? 

The DOOR is part of the Communication Group at Diocesan Church House. Its 
finances are the responsibility of the Director of Finance and the formal working 
contract for its production is the responsibility of Oxford Diocesan Publications 
Ltd (ODPUBS).The volunteers who have looked after the budget and contracts 
since 1989, wish to stand down within the next year, and are looking for two peo- 
ple from within the Diocese to take their places. 

The work is not onerous but requires dedication and enthusiasm from time to 
time as and when crises arise. The posts are advisory but the holders will be 
appointed as Directors of 0DPUBS Ltd. We are seeking two people who may 
have recent experience of the printing industry and/or commercial contracts. 
There are up to six meetings a year in Diocesan Church House; one person will 
also be a member of The DOOR Editorial Support Group (ESG) which meets 
monthly. If you are interested please contact Mrs Rosemary Pearce, the Diocesan 
Secretary on 01865 208202. You can also find out more from the present 
Business Manager, Tim Russian, telephone or fax: 01844 208605. 



A Welcome To 
The Cathedral 

The annual service of 
evensong to commemorate 
Frideswide, patron saint of Oxford 
will be held at 


CHRIST CHURCH 

on 

Tuesday 16th October, 2001 
at 6.00pm 

The Dean and Chapter warmly invite 
the public to attend the service, sung 
by the Cathedral Choir. 


LONDON 

ALLAN DALE HOTEL 

3 Devonshire Terrace, near Hyde Park, 
London W2 3DN - Warm welcome, 
family run, full English breakfast, 
near Oxford Street/West End. 

£5 discount if you mention advert. 
Please send SAE for brochure. 
info@allandalehotel.com 
Tel/Fax: 020 7723 8311 


EXMOOR 

'TAKE A BREAK" 

Friday to Monday or Monday 
to Friday. Dinner, bed and 
breakfast £99 per person. 
All accommodation en-suite. 

Tel: 01014640343 


ISLE OF WIGHT 

Winter Break 

Warm comfortable, 
convenient, non-smoking coastal 
cottage. Good walking, lovely 
scenery. Highly recommended. 
4 days rent from £4 1 .00 

Mrs Pitts 

01425 615215 


Unique Embroidered Stoles 


Individually created just for you 
by Designer & Textile Artist Chris Gibbs BA 
(Hons); Dip. Stitched Textiles 


Commissions & Workshops also undertaken 

Call Chris on 01753 523526 / 0775 934 3290 


or Email: chrisstitch@btopenworld.com 


PREMISES SOUGHT 

by Christian Couple (1 qualified teacher) 

for Quality Childrens Daycare Nursery 

Any location or type of building considered 
- Good Income opportunity 
For Informal chat 

Tel: 01296 428156 


loll Iriiilj Chiral 

Cookham on Thames 
Berkshire 

We are^a large and active parish 
church looking for a full-time 

Youth Worker 

with appropriate experience and a 
lively, questioning Christian faith to 
inspire, resource and accompany 
young people in our parish on their 
faith journeys. 

Salary from £15,500 
(plus expenses & accommodation) 

Application pack from the Parish 
Administrator, The Parish Office, 
Churchgate, Cookham, 
Berkshire SL6 9SP 

Tel: 01628 529661 

Closing date 5th November 
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God in the 


Anthony 


^ I WAS born into a 
Christian family. My father 
was an Anglican pastor, but 
that did not make me a 
Christian, I like what one per- 
son once said: ‘God does not 
have grandchildren he only 
has children’. In the sense that 
you do not become a 
Christian through your par- 
ents, you have to make that 
commitment yourself. 

The first time a person 
clearly explained to me what 

Photograph by Frank Blackwell 
Interview by Jemimah Wright 


it meant to be a Christian in 
an individual sense was when 
I was about 12 years old. 
This was a missionary who 
was working in Sudan. All 
along I had been brought up 
Wfdr Bible study at Irome, * 

I accepted facts as they are. 
However this missionary, 
who was a colleague of my 
father^ explained to me that it 
was important that it should 
become a personal decision. 

A few months after that I 
went to middle school and the 
personal faith that I found 
dwindled. When I went to sec- 
ondary school in 1980 my 
faith then revived. It revived in 
the sense that I remembered 
the decision I had made earlier 
and realised I had gone astray. 

From there I began com- 
muning again with the Lord, 
and reading His Word. This 
doesn’t mean that everything 
changed. Because of some of 


the things I had got into when 
I went astray, it was now even 
harder. It was a process. So 
gradually I continued to grow 
in the Lord. When I went to 
the University of Juba, Sudan, 
in 1983 I became active in the 
Bible Study Association. I led 
it for a year. I had a concern 
for the young people. 

I worked with Scripture 
Union from 1988 to 1992. In 
1992 I went to the Nairobi 
International School of 
Theology and did a Masters 
in Arts and Biblical studies. 
Whilst visiting refugees in 
Northern Uganda in 1995, I 
saw the need to have a min- 
istry among refugees. Just 
before my course ended I 
spoke to Scripture Union (SU) 
and said I feel this urge, this 
need, this call to do some 
work amongst the refugees. 
So the SU Africa office agreed 
■ srrd- -supported me m'that 
work. For two years, from 
1994 to 1996, I worked 
amongst refugees based in a 
place called Moyo in 
Northern Uganda. 

As you know the Church in 
Sudan is growing at such a 
very fast rate, such that it is 
not easy to provide sufficient 
leadership. So what the 
churches do is conduct short 
courses to train pastors who 
are then ordained into the 
ministry. So in my work I 
was involved in training 
some of these pastors. My 
Bishop then felt it would 
helpful for me to be ordained 
into the ministry, I carried on 
my work in Scripture Union, 


*WHY WORRY WHEN YOU CAN PRAY* are words that have sustained the Revd Anthony Poggo. 
Even' living through war and starvation in Sudan has not dampened his passion for God and for 

providing Christian literature to the people of Sudan. He now lives in 
Nairobi with his wife Jane and their three daughters. He has been sep- 
arated from his family for a year in order to study for an M BA in pub- 
lishing at Oxford Brookes University, which he has just completed. 


life of 

Poggo 

but also helped the Church 
in this training. 

In 1996 I then moved to 
Nairobi to work with a 
Christian agency called 


ACROSS. It is a evangelical 
Christian agency that is work- 
ing only in Sudan but is based 
in Nairobi. It is involved in 
various Christian develop- 
mental projects. I was then 
asked to manage the Sudan 
Literature Centre, which pro- 


duces Christian Books from 
Nairobi for Sudan. 

I am doing an MBA in 
Publishing at Oxford 
Brookes because I felt I 
needed further equipping in 
management and at the same 
time in publishing as it will fit 
in well with what I am doing 
at the literature centre. Many 
people ask me: ‘You are a 
ordained minister, where is 
your parish?’ My answer is 
that I consider my parish the 


entire group of people in 
Sudan who use our books. 
Our Christian materials 
include hymnals, tracts, AIDS 
awareness materials from a 
Christian perspective, prayer 
books, and song books. 

In Nairobi I am attached to the 


Anglican Church of St Luke. I 
have a wife Jane, and we have 
three children. Grace is eight, 
Faith is five, and Joy is two. 
My family is in Nairobi as it 
is not practical to bring them 
over as it is very expensive. I 
was able to go home for 
Christmas, but it hasn’t been 
easy to have this separation. 

I think seeing all the suf- 
fering in Sudan (over two 
million people have died as a 
result of the war since 1983, 
and nearly four and a half 
million people have been dis- 
placed either internally or as 
refugees in various coun- 
tries) has helped me to focus 
on God and Jesus’s suffering. 
It also makes me rely and 
depend on Him more in 
prayer. 

I have seen all these short- 
ages. I have experienced star- 
vation and hunger myself. In 
1998 there were a lot of 
shortages of food in the town 
of Juba. The Lord’s Prayer 
‘Give us this day our daily 
bread’ become real, because 
you are praying, knowing you 
don’t know where your next 
meal is coming from. 

The death and displacement 
in Sudan has affected all 
Sudanese. Personally, I have 
lost close relatives and have 
not seen my mother since 
1992. She has not seen any of 
my children. One of the cho- 
ruses that comes to my mind is 
‘Why worry when you can 
pray’ and so often that has 
been very helpful for me to 
depend on God and pray even 
more, and to rely on God 
more. I think many times we 
change the words round, and 
say ‘Why pray when you can 
worry’. Suffering has helped 
me and many other Sudanese 
stay close to God. Some peo- 
ple say perhaps God is allow- 
ing the suffering to help us to 
turn into Him. That is a very 


hard one. I have often said 
that if that is the case, our 
prayer must be ‘God shorten 
the suffering of your people’. 

Until perhaps two months 
before coming to this course I 
didn’t know whether I would 
be able to come as funds were 
not sufficient. My own organ- 
isation said they would sup- 
port me and fund costs, but 
they were not able to do it 
100%. So I was depending on 
prayer saying God if it is Your 
will make it possible for me to 
come on this course. Things 
worked in such a way that the 
Hugh Pilkington Charitable 
Trust, which promotes the 
education of refugees in 
Eastern Africa, kindly provid- 
ed me with accommodation 
for one year. In faith I took 
leave from my job before 
things had fallen into place. 
Sometimes it is hard for us to 
get a visa, being Sudanese, 
but we prayed and I got it 
within 24 hours. God 
answers prayer! 

I will carry on working 
with ACROSS and the Sudan 
Literature Centre when I go 
back in September. As a for- 
eign student in Oxford, I 
found the St Andrew’s, 
North Oxford home groups 
very useful. This enabled me 
to get to know other 
Christians so as to fellowship 
and pray for each other. 

I would like to call upon 
Christians in the Diocese of 
Oxford to pray and support 
their fellow Christians in the 
Sudan during this time of war 
and persecution. I consider 
the situation in Sudan like 
the person who was beaten 
by robbers in the story of the 
Good Samaritan. The help 
that we get from other 
Christians around the world 
either by prayer or support is 
just like the good ^ 

Samaritan. * 



SPONSOR A 
TIBETAN EXILE 
MONK OR OLD 
MAN/WOMAN 

£6 a month DIRECT 
by cheque. 

Gain a loving friend. 

Details: Vai Bailey 
01508 499 234 


Portraits in Oils 

Watercolours of houses 
and gardens 

Fine artist available for 
commissions, will happily 
work in situ. 

Jean Buckland B.A. 

Mobile: 0788 147 6269 
Fax: 020 8341 5810 

E-mail: julesh@amserve.net 


YOUR TAX RETURN 



If you really can't face it, maybe 
it's time to get some help. Call 
us for a free brochure or an 
immediate quotation. 


Just Tux 

0800 716961 

57 LONDON ROAD • HIGH WYCOMBE • BUCKS 
www.just-tax.co.uk 


COMMUNITY OF ALL 
• HALLOWS 

A registered charity 
Ditchingham, Bungay, Suffolk 
NR35 2DT. Contact the 
Secretary Tel: 01986 892749 
Anglican Community set near the 
Norfolk/Suffolk border. We run various 
Guest Houses and two Retreat & 
Conference Centres on our 47 acre site. 
We offer full board or self catering 
accommodation in our Guest Houses 
for individuals/couples/families and we 
run a programme of themed retreats. 
We offer week, weekend and midweek- 
breaks. Midweek reductions throughout 
the Millennium year. We can also cater 
for groups of up to 100+ in various 
sized rooms making us ideal for 
Church/Parish groups, conferences and 
workshops. LEAFLETS AVAILABLE 


A TOUCH OF LUXURY 
THIS CHRISTMAS 

Why not treat yourself or a 
friend to a lovely warm cosy 
pure wool Scottish hand-knitted 
Aran garment? 

Free brochure from: 

Arans (DP) 18 Lanllea Court, 
Burnside, Glasgow G72 8HU. 

www.aranhandknits.com 

www.glensheewoollens.co.uk 


TABLEWHERE? 


Matching service for new 
and discontinued 
Wedgwood, Doulton, 
Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, 
Minton, Royal Albert, 
Denby, Hornsea, 
Paragon, RC Derby, 
Poole, Johnsons, 
Midwinter etc. 

WE ALSO BUY! 

Call: 0208 361 6111 or 
Fax: 0208 361 4143 

TABLEWHERE? 

4 Queens Parade Close, 
Friern Barnet, London Nil 3FT 
Email: 

tablewhere@globalnet.co.uk 

w ww.tablewhere.co.u k 

3K? n 


Can you 
hear me? 


Perhaps you need a good 
public address system. 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box I , Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725) 518428 or 
(07889) 247960 



The Tyndale Society 

Forthcoming Events 

The Annual Tyndale Gloucester Lecture and Evensong 
Saturday 6 th Oct, 3.00 p.m., Gloucester Cathedral, Gloucester 

‘New Wine in Old Bottles’ - lecture by the Reverend Nicholas 
Bury, Dean of Gloucester, followed by evensong and supper at 
the Cathedral. Lecture and Supper £10.00; Lecture only £2.00. 

The Annual Hertford College Tyndale Lecture 
Thursday 11 th Oct, 5.00 p.m., Examination Schools, Oxford 

Professor Michael Schmidt, Manchester Metropolitan University, 
‘Translating George Herbert”. Entrance free . 

The 7th Annual Tyndale Society Lambeth Lecture 
Tuesday 16 th October, 6.00 p.m., Lambeth Palace, London 

“Scripture and the Shaping of the Church” - the Bishop of 
Rochester, The Rt. Rev. Dr Michael Nazir-AIL 
Admission by invitation only (please apply to the Secretary of 
the Tyndale Society at the address below - thank you). 

For further details about the Tyndale Society and events 
please contact: Charlotte Dewhurst, Secretary, Tyndale 
Society, Hertford College, Oxford, OX1 3BW, Phone/Fax: 
(01865) 316000 (answer phone during office hours). 


Pi 


David Holden on: 

./i 
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Ordinands 


All ready to serve God 


The Michaelmas ordinations are on 29 and 30 September. Among those to be ordained deacon are a diplomat, a customs and excise manager and a Bishop’s secretary. 

• • 



Deacons Ordinations 

At Christ Church 
Cathedral Oxford, on 
Saturday 29 September 
at 5pm, the Right 
Revd Richard Harries, 
Bishop of Oxford will 
ordain the Deacons who 
will serve in the 
Archdeaconry of 
Berkshire: 

Marina Brain 
Stephen Cousins 
John Edwards 
Rosemary Green 
Keith Gruneberg 
Margot Hodson 
Rita Holden 
Tim Hewes 
Keith Knee-Robinson 
Alison Marshall 
Brian Pritchard 
Terrie Robinson 
Hilary Watkins 
John White 
Dilys Woodmore 

The nrppr.her will be Mother 
Ann Verena CJGS - 

At Christ Church 
Cathedal, on Sunday 30 
September at 10.30am, 
the Right Revd Richard 
Harries, Bishop of Oxford 
will ordain the Deacons 
who will serve in the 
Archdeaconries of 
Oxford and 
Buckingham: 

Hilary Campbell 
Ron Curtis 
Lome Denny 
Wendy Graham 
Diana Glover 
Marion Hance 
Margaret Harper 
Ralph Howell 
Wyn Jones 
Jim King 
Elizabeth Lakey 
Margaret Anne ASSP 
Eric Nicholson 
Anthony Rusted 
Moira Spence 
Lissa Toze 
Andrew Tweedy 
Kay Watters 

The preacher will be Mother 
Ann Verena CJGS 


1. Elisabeth Lakey 

Benefice of Nettlebed, Bix, 
Highmoor & Pishill 
‘I shall be working as an 
OLM in our home Benefice of 
Nettlebed, nix, rugnmoor 
and Pishill, where we have 
lived for 18 years. My hus- 
band Mike trains students to 
fly with the Oxford University 
Air Squadron. We have three 
children Ellen, Robert and 
William.’ 

2. Keith Knee-Robinson 

St Peter Caversham and St 
Margaret Mapledurham 
A chartered civil engineer, he 
has been married 38 years to 
Ann, a careers adviser. Both 
are employed, by Bradfield 
College and they have two 
sons and two grand-children. 
Serving in the parish of St 
Peter Caversham and St 
Margaret Mapledurham 
Keith’s ministry will be 
focussed on the gathered 
church worshipping at the 
Parish Church of St Margaret. 

3. Stephen Cousins 

St John the Baptist, Caversham 
Stephen is married to Marion 
and they have four children, 
Mark 14, Simon 10 and twins 
Emily and Benjamin 6. He 
will serve at St John the 
Baptist Church, Caversham, 
the church where he was bap- 
tised at the age of six weeks. 

4. Brian Pritchard 
St Nicolas. Newbury 

Brian Pritchard is married to 


Fran. They have two teenage 
sons, James and Sam. Brian, 
who until recently was 
Company Secretary of the 
John Lewis Partnership, and 
lives at Wash Common, 
Newbury, will be ordained 
into St Nicolas, Newbury. 

5. Tim Hewes 

St Helen's Abingdon 
‘I am married to Melinda, we 
have four children who have 
all left home. I am a dental 
surgeon in full-time general 
practice and work with a 
charity providing dental care 
for children in Romania. I 
will be at St Helen’s 
Abingdon where we have 
been for 16 years.’ 

6. Jim King, 

St James Gerrards Cross 
and Fulmer 

Jim is married to Sheila. They 
have two children, Liz and 
Jon. Jim became a Christian 
as a teenager through reading 
a Gideon's Bible whilst in 


hospital and felt a call to 
ordained ministry in his 
teenage years. It has taken 
him some time to get there! 
He is currently a diplomat in 
the British Embassy in. 
Washington. 

7. Eric Nicholson 
United Benefice of West 
Wycombe, Bledlow Ridge, 
Radnage and Bradenham 
Eric retired from the 
Children’s Society three years 
ago having first qualified as a 
medical photographer, work- 
ing in various hospitals. He is 
married to Barbara and they 
have two daughters, Heather 
and Annette. He will serve as 
an Ordained Local Minister 
in the United Benefice of West 
Wycombe, Bledlow Ridge, 
Radnage and Bradenham. 

8. John Edwards 
California 

‘Sue and I have been married 
for nearly 30 years. For most 
of that time we have lived in 


Crowthome, where our four 
children have grown up, and 
worshipped at the parish 
church. I’m looking forward 
tremendously to serving as 
half-time NSM at California 
near Wokingham. While I’m 
not there I shall continue 
working as a finance manager 
and pension trustee.’ 

9. Ralph Howell 
Langley Parish 
‘With my wife, Elizabeth, I 
have lived in Slough for the 
last 34 years. We have three 
children, all married, who 
now have families of their 
own. Elisabeth and I are keen 
hill walkers especially enjoyed 
the Lake District and 
Austria. Six years ago I 
retired as Deputy 
Headteacher of a large com- 
prehensive school. I now look 
forward to working as an 
OLM in Langley Parish. 


10. John White 

Sandhurst 

‘Jill and I have been married 
for 35 years and have three 
daughters and one grand- 
daughter. My hobbies are golf 
and making furniture. I retired 
from mechanical engineering 
five years ago. Jill still works 
as a physiotherapist in pallia- 
tive care. I shall be assisting at 
my local church, St Michael’s 
and all Angels in Sandhurst.’ 

11. Marion Hance 
Cheddington, Mentmore and 
Marsworth 

I will be serving as an OLM 
in the United Benefice of 
Cheddington with Mentmore 
and Marsworth, where I have 
lived with my husband John 
for 19 years. Two grown chil- 
dren, Nicolas and wife 
Rachel, due to make us 
grandparents in September 
live in Cambridge and 
Vanessa with partner Rob live 
in Oxford. I work part-time 
as a Practice Nurse. 

12. Wendy Graham 
Chalfont St Peter 

‘I have lived in Chalfont St 
Peter for many years, and am 
a trustee of the community 
centre and chair the local arts 
festival. Now widowed, I 
have two sons, Stephen and 
Christopher: I have served the 
Parish as an LLM and will 
continue to do so in Ordained 
Ministry. 

13. Ron Curtis 
Shipton-under-Wychwood, 

M i I ton-under- Wychwood, 

Fifield and Idbury 

Ron Curtis (54) and his wife 
Claire have lived in Witney for 
12 years, and they have two 
sons. He is a manager with 
Customs and Excise in 
Oxford, and will be serving as 
NSM Curate in the United 
Benefice of Shipton-under- 
Wychwood, Milton-under- 
Wychwood, Fifield & Idbury. 

14. Lome Denny 
Oxford St Barnabas 
Educated at Bedford Modem 
School and Pembroke College, 
Oxford and following stints in 
the City and teaching, he has 
since 1986 taught English and 
directed Drama at Magdalen 
College School. His parents, 
sister and brother; nieces and 
nephews live in Bedford. He 
enjoys reading, walking, poli- 
tics, wine and travel. 


Oxford Diocesan Convention 2002 


LIVING MISSION 
11-13 July 2002 
High Wycombe 

Booking starts 
in January 2002 

Prices to be announced 


« 1 



sharing life 


Speakers include: 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury 
Dr Lavinia Byrne 
Canon Tom Wright 
Dr Tony Campolo 
Bishop Graham Cray 
Joel Edwards 

Professor Arthur Peacocke 
Stephen Cottrell 
Russell Chalmers 


Four Learning Tracks: 

• Centred on God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit 

• Orientated towards the 
world and its needs 

• Connecting to people 
in new ways 

• Serious about Christian 
Discipleship 


Discounts for on-line booking. A full range of residential and non-residential options will be available 




EARN £250 
WEEKLY 

STUFFING ENVELOPES 

Send 2 x 1st Class Stamps 

For details: 

DMP Associates 

PO Box 309, Worcester 
WR2 6YS 



CHRISTIAN 

SINGLES 

(Also widowed and divorced) 
New friends, all ages, 
all areas U.K. Holidays, 
pen friendship, local groups. 

Christian Friendship 
Fellowship 

01302 711007 

www. c-f-f.co . u k 
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Ordinands 


and the community. 

Please pray for them all and pray too for those who are to be ordained priest 


15. Hilary Campbell 

Goring with South Stoke 
‘In a previous life I studied 
physics and worked in techni- 
cal libraries. Then I began a 
life at home with children. 

My husband David and I 
have two sons: Christopher 
and Anthony. Now we are 
beginning another life with 
the people of Goring with 
South Stoke. Life is good!’ 

16. Kay Watters 

Holy Trinity, Prestwood, Bucks 
An enthusiastic advocate of 
ordained local ministry, Kay 
has been strongly supported 
during her training by hus- 
band Max, daughters Esme 
and Amy, their partners, her 
two mums, the LMDG and 
congregation. Director of a 
locally based European train- 
ing consultancy, Kay is very 
much looking forward to her 
new parish role. 

17. Alison Marshall 

St John the Evangelist and St 
Stephen 

Change? Should we? Will we? 
Can we? Will they? Does He? 
Please pray for Alison, Pete, 

Jo Jenny, Rachel and Sam as 
they continue to live, work 
and minister in 
East Reading. 

18. Hilary Watkins 
Appleton and Besselsleigh 
Although I originally trained 
as a solicitor I have spent 
most of my working life in 
the voluntary sector working 
for a major national advice 
charity, for whom I still work 
locally and nationally. In my 
spare time I enjoy the arts and 
(in quiet moments) needle- 
craft. I am looking forward to 
the new challenges of life 
post-ordination. 


19. Rosemary Green 

Benefice of Bradfield with 
Sanford Dingley 
Rosemary Green lives in 
Bradford. Married with two 
grown-up children she is an 
interior designer working in 
adult education. ‘God’s call to 
ordination surprised me in 
1995, but I was not selected 
then. During reader training I 
re-applied and was successful 
for Ordained Local Ministry. 

I look forward to serving God 
and the community here.’ 

20. Sister Margaret Anne ASSP 
St James & St Francis, Cowley 
‘The call to both religious life 
and ordination came in 1982. 
Having read English at 
Durham I later read theology 
at Wycliffe Hall and recently 
trained with SAOMC. Ten 
years ago I joined All Saints 
Convent. I now look forward 
to serving my title at St James 
and St Francis, Cowley.’ 

21. Andrew Tweedy 
St John's Carterton 
Andrew (40), is married to 
Sharon and has three teenage 
children and one grand-child. 
After a 16 year career in 
banking he spent three years 
managing a community centre 
in Thame whilst training for 
ministry with SAOMC. 
Andrew will serve at St John’s 
Carterton. 

22. Terrie Robinson 

Holy Trinity Church, Cookham 
Terrie lives near Maidenhead 
with her husband. Colin and 
their daughters, Holly, 17 
years old, and Abigail, 15. 
She works in London for 
Save the Children as their 
Translation Co-ordinator. 
Terrie is looking forward to 
deepening her pastoral min- 


istry amongst the people of 
her parish and to continuing 
to promote the ‘social 
gospel’ wherever possible. 

23. Wyn Jones 

St Barnabas, Linslade 
‘I have lived and worshipped 
in the parish with my hus- 
band John Wynne for the past 
30 years. We have three 
grown up children and four 
grandchildren. I am a retired 
nurse.’ 

24. Margaret Harper 

St Paul's Slough 
‘Formerly a teacher^ I came 
from Hull, where I became a 
Christian through the child- 
hood nurture of Sunday 
School and C of E primary 
school, followed later by the 
evangelistic outreach of local 
churches. I am married to 
Tony, a chartered accountant 
and we look forward to join- 
ing St Paul’s, Slough. 

25. Dilys Woodmore 

All Saints, Dedworth Windsor 
‘My faith has been nurtured 
over many years through 
active involvement in church 
life. I trained as a chartered 
physiotherapist, working in 
the NHS until beginning 
training with SAOMC. For 
the last ten years I have served 
as a magistrate. I am married 
to Michael, a company direc- 
tor and we have a son and 
daughter; both married with a 
child each. I am to serve as a 
part-time NSM and I am 
looking forward to being 
involved in a church with 
strong community links.’ 

26. Diana Glover 

St Mary's Church Aylesbury 
Diana grew up in Sussex. 

After completing a research 
degree in French, she began 


her career as a University 
Administrator. She has also 
taught French and is a trustee 
of the National Deaf 
Children’s Society. Her hus- 
band Ray lectures in electrical 
engineering. They have three 
sons, William, Robin and 
Benjamin. They have lived for 
the last 18 years in Great 
Missenden and will be mov- 
ing to Aylesbury. 

27. Margot Hodson 
St John's Grove 

‘God’s call is so creative! 
Eleven years with the 
Church’s Ministry among 
Jewish People has challenged 
and transformed my faith. 

My husband, Martin is a 
plant biologist at Oxford 
Brookes and we belong to the 
growing Christian environ- 
mental movement. Now I am 
delighted to be full-time 
curate at St John’s, Grove’. 

28. LissaToze 
Princess Risborough 

‘I have three children: Jenny 
(16), David (14) and James 
(12), who are all at school in 
Aylesbury. I used to teach 
English and Drama.’ 

29. Marina Brain 

St Sebastian's, Wokingham 
I have lived in St Sebastian’s 
Parish for 27 years, and am 
looking forward to my new 
ministry of Ordained Local 
Minister within the church. I 
am mother to Alexander; 
Laurence, Abigail and Russell, 
aged 14 to 26. They presently 
all live at home along with six 
cats. 

30. Rita Holden 

St Mary the Virgin, Burghfield 
Married to John with two 
adult children, Jane and 
Nicholas, Rita is secretary to 


the Bishop of Reading. She 
will serve as an OLM deacon 
in the Parish of St Mary the 
Virgin, Burghfield. She is 
particularly interested in 
Baptism and encouraging lay 
ministry within the Church. 
She also enjoys literature, 
opera, food, wine and family. 

Not in the photograph 

Moira Spence 

Monks Risborough 
‘I am married to Ian, a Civil 
Servant and we have one 
married daughter Ilona who 
is expecting her first baby. For 
eight years I was a chaplaincy 
team member in Aylesbury 
Young Offendors Institution, 
and am currently with Victim 
Support within the Witness 
Service, and a volunteer in 
Aylesbury Crime Reduction 
Unit.’ 

Keith Gruneberg 

Pangbourne,Tidmarsh & 
Sulham 

‘I am married to Liane, who is 
training as a lawyer: I will be 
serving in Pangboume, 
Tidmarsh and Sulham - a 
return to the south for me after 
six years in Durham. My inter- 
ests include reading, choral 
singing and pub quizzes.’ 
Anthony Rustell 
St Barnabas & St Paul, Jericho 
‘Having trained at St 
Stephen’s House, Oxford, I 
will continue to serve in the 
City. I am an ecclesiastical 
historian and shall be further 
pursuing my research at 
Keble College during my 
curacy. I hope that the 
blend of academic research 
and parochial life will prove 
fruitful to both myself and 
the parish.’ 


Ordinations of priests 

At All Saints, High 
Wycombe on Sunday 30 
September at 10.30am, 
the Right Revd Mike Hill, 
will ordain to the priest- 
hood those serving in the 
Archdeaconry of 
Buckingham: 

Joan Arthur - Down ley/Sands 

Rosemary Payne - Wooburn 
Rose Williams - Aylesbury 

At the Minster Church of 
St Mary the Virgin, 
Reading, on Sunday 30 
September at 10.30am, 
the Right Revd Dominic 
Walker OGS, will ordain 
those serving in the 
Archdeaconry of 
Berkshire: 

Lynn Comerford - Woodley 
Prue Dufour - Old Windsor 
Suzanne Knight - SS John 
&Stephen, Maidenhead 
Andrew Mackie - Purley 
Sister Patricia Ann - CSMV 
&St Peter Didcot 
John Quick - Clewer St 
Stephen and St Agnes, Spital 
Tess Ward - Hermitage 

At St Mary’s, Kidlington, 
on Sunday 30 
September at 10.30am, 
the Right Revd Colin 
Fletcher, will ordain those 
serving in the 
Archdeaconry of Oxford: 

Sister Anne - CSJB Blackbird Leys 

John Jackson - Kidlington 
Angela Linton - Langtree 
Hazel Scarr - Adderbury 
Pamela Smith - Ironstone 
Hugh Warwick - Rotherfield 
Peppard/Greys 


(UHTO* 

• Stairlift and hoist specialist 

• New and re-conditioned stairlifts installed 

• All installs carry 12 months warranty 

• Stairlifts purchased and removed 

Breakdowns, repairs and servicing 
carried out on all makes and models 
Local Authority approved contractor 

(MM) 


EDINBURGH 

Afton Town House 

Small family run hotel. Centrally 
located in an elegant New Town 
crescent, minutes from Princes 
Street and a host of visitor 
attractions. Private parking. 

6 Grosvenor Crescent 

(0131) 225 7033 

www.aftontownhouse.co.uk 


ISLE OF WIGHT 

SAN DOWN 

ETC444 Friendly Family 
Hotel. Child reductions 
when sharing. 

7 nights B&B £99 

Tel: 01983 402551 


FRANCE 

LOIRE VALLEY 

2 maisonettes newly 
on market sleeping 
two & four (larger 
numbers possible) 

Tel. 0033 247 92 6405 


SPAIN 

COSTA BLANCA 

Private villas at off-season 
prices & 2002 early booking 
discounts. Phone David: 

01727 758108 

www.villasvalenciana.com 

email: 

info@villasvalenciana.com 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 
Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

telephone 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 


Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill, P0 Brat 20 (DP). Btaunton, Devon, EX33 2YX (01271) 817093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 



SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 27th & 28th 

Saturday from 10am-6pm 
Sunday from 10am-5pm 
St. Edward’s School 
Woodstock Road 
Oxford 

Admission £2.50 

icwrnmmtt.m 


60 of the UK’s leading potters 


exhibiting and selling their work 


Plus demonstrations and talks including- 


at 2pm on Saturday: 


"My Desert island pots' by Henry Sandon 


Lessons of the HOLOCAUST 

for Jews and Christians 

by David Pawson 



Why did Hitler hate Jewish people? 

Why did German-speaking Europe back him? 

Why was the Church largely silent? 

Why did the Allies do nothing about it? 

Were the Jews themselves in any way responsible? 

WHY DID THE GOD OF ISRAEL ALLOW IT TO HAPPEN? 
These are the questions dealt with in this video, which asks what Jews and 
Christians need to learn from the 'Shoah' or Holocaust and whether these 
lessons have been learned or are being ignored at our peril. In particular, 
the twin dangers of tradition and assimilation are addressed. 

The video has a running time of 3 hours, divided into two teaching 
sessions of l 1 / 2 hours each. 

Very suitable for group discussion. 

Video ARV.169 Price: £18.00 (inc. P&P) 

Also available as two audio cassettes 

DP.1152-53 Price: £7.00 (set) (inc. P&P) 
or as three CD's 

DP.1152 D, DP.1152 D(a) DP.1152 D(b) Price: £16.50 (inc. P&P) 

Formerly a Pastor at Gold Hill in Buckinghamshire and the 
Millmead Cerdre in Guildford, David Pawson has an itinerant 
ministry, nainly to Church leaders, in this Country and Overseas. 
He is ilso ht author of many books. 

Please send payment with order to: 

^^flchorfecontings Efd. 

72 The Street, Kensington, Ashford, Kent UK TN24 9HS 
Tel & Fax: 01233 620958 
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Comment 


Sharing Life through Advent 


DURING the sum- 
mer months I have 
been looking after 
three parishes whilst 
the Rector has 
been on sabbati- 
cal leave. It has 
been good to be a 
parish priest again 
and to have the 
privilege of being 
with them on a 
journey through St 
Luke’s gospel. I am sorry that I 
shall not be with them to jour- 
ney on through Advent but I 
have to be back on the road for 
the confirmation and carol sea- 
son! 

Advent can be a wonderful 
way of starting the Church 
year There is now a rich vari- 
ety of ways of celebrating the 
Advent season with its themes 
of darkness and light, the 
patriarchs, the prophets and 
the forerunners, John the 
Baptist and Mary, the Mother 
of the Lord. The Advent car- 
ols provide a wonderful intro- 
duction to this season. Many 
parishes have an Advent 
wreath (and the purists have 
an apple in the centre until 
introducing the white candle 
on Christmas Day) and 
Christingle services are ever 
growing in popularity. 

This year the Oxford 
Diocese is producing a 
‘Sharing Life through Advent’ 
project pack and I want to 
commend it most warmly. It 
has been produced by the 
Diocesan Children’s Adviser 
and the Diocesan Director of 
Education and is designed for 
use by adults, children’s groups, 


schools, individuals 
and families. We 
shall be invited to 
reflect upon spe- 
cially commis- 
sioned artwork 
to stimulate our 
meditation on 
the Scriptures 
and with the 
lighting of a 
candle, to jour- 
ney together as 
a pilgrim people from dark- 
ness to light. 

In a television programme 
about the life of Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert, 
the royal children commented 
about how terribly dull life 
must have been before their 
Papa introduced Christmas 
trees to this country. Advent 
has often been seen as a time 
of dullness (and not even pen- 
itence has to be dull) and hec- 
tic preparation. We now have 
more imaginative ways of cel- 
ebrating the beginning of the 
Christian year. 

The Sharing Life through 
Advent project pack is an 
answer to a vicar’s prayer. But 
it is also for all those who 
want to break through the 
wrapping paper and tinsel to 
the heart of Advent and to the 
Second Coming. This project 
pack provides teaching mate- 
rial, Bible reflection notes and 
prayers to draw us into the 
great mystery of Salvation. 

Order it now! 

+ Dominic Reading 

For details about ordering the Sharing 
Life through Advent pack contact Jenny 
Hyson on 01865 208255. 



FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
READING 


October appointments 


The Revd Jonathan Ball, Chaplain Dalton 
Barracks has permission to officiate; The 
Revd Anne Battershell, OLM Goring, St 
Thomas of Canterbury to be NSM House for 
duty at Brafferton, Benefice of Brafferton w 
Pilmoor, Mytonon Swale and Thormanby; 
The Revd Alison Beever, Vicar of Tilehurst 
St Catherine of Siena to be Director of 
Ordinands Exeter Diocese and Priest in 
charge Central Exeter; The Revd Janet 
Collins, NSM LangtreeTeam Ministry to be 
Priest-in-Charge, Weldon w Deene; The Revd 
Lydia Cook NSM Curate of Wallingford 
Team Ministry to be NSM Curate, Deanery of 
Wallingford; The Revd Clive Gardner, 
Bishop of Liverpool's Domestic Chaplain to 
be Vicar of Cumnor; The Revd David Gibb 
Curate at St Ebbe w Holy Trinity and St Peter 
to be Vicar, St Andrew Leyland, Blackburn 
Diocese; The Revd Stephen Heap, Baptist 
member Ecumenical Senior Chaplains Team, 
University of London and on staff of 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church to be 
City Centre Chaplain, Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes; The Revd Guy Harrison, 
Chaplain Dorothy House Foundation to be 


Locum Chaplain, Stoke Mandeville and South 
Bucks NHS Trust; The Revd Roger 
Humphreys, Rector of Bladon and Woodstock 
to be also Rural Dean of Woodstock; The 
Revd Jane Knowles, Priest in charge, 
Ramsden, Finstock and Fawler, Leafield w. 
Wychwod and Wilcote to be incumbent of the 
Benefice; The Revd Canon Hugh Marshall, 
Vicar of St Mary's Wendover and Priest in 
charge Halton to retire; The Revd David 
Moore, City Centre chaplain, Mlton Keynes to 
retire; The Revd Richard Miller, Associate 
Priest Newbury, has resigned; The Revd 
Canon Martin Pierce, retired, to be Hon 
Canon Emeritus of Christ Church; The Revd 
Professor Michael Screech, NSM Oxford St 
Giles and SS Philip and James w. St Margaret 
to also be Chaplain and Fellow of All Souls 
College Oxford; The Revd Nigel Stowe, Vicar 
of Holy Trinity Penn Street to retire; The Revd 
Claire Titcomb, OLM Witney Team Ministry 
to become Associate Priest for Ministry 
Development; The Revd Martin Williams, 
Assistant Curate St John's Bisley & Holy 
Trinity West End, Guildford, to be Associate 
Minister, Gerrards Cross. 


Friends of other faiths 

‘Living, tolerant societies are the result of ordinary people learning to meet and understand and 
trust. There is much here that we should celebrate’, writes David Barton a member of the Diocesan 
Committee for Interfaith Concerns on the eve of One World Week (21 to 28 October) 


THIS month marks One 
World Week, that annual cel- 
ebration of the diversity of 
the human family. 
Sometimes, watching the 
enrichment that comes to 
school children in the events 
that are planned over this 
week, or being with adults 
sharing ideas over a meal 
together, we become aware 
of the huge potential there is 
when we learn to draw on 
one another’s resources and 
work to a common goal. 
That is the good news - the 
lasting good news of One 
World Week. 

But this summer, the bad 
news of riots in Bradford, 
and tension surrounded 
refugees in Glasgow, gave 
rise to some searching ques- 
tions about how we are man- 
aging our multicultural soci- 
ety. Some responses were 
predictable, with the voice of 
the extreme right making 
itself heard again. Of greater 
difficulty for Christians are 
the concerns now regularly 
expressed in The Guardian 
and elsewhere about the 
divisiveness of religion in our 
society. In Israel and 
Northern Ireland religion 
spells trouble, so the argu- 
ment goes. If we want to 
build a tolerant society the 
power of religion should be 
curbed. So, the 

Government’s current pro- 
posals to extend faith based 
schools, for example , should 
be resisted. They are formula 
for division. 

Reaching out in friendship 

People of faith will not want 
to deny this. Not for nothing 
has the present Pope gone 
out of his way to acknowl- 
edge the wrongs of the past 
among Orthodox Christians, 
Jews and Muslims, but 
equally there is no such thing 
as a simple cause. Politics, 
culture, economics, and cen- 
turies of isolation are all 
wrapped up in these con- 
flicts, from Glasgow to the 
Gaza strip. Indeed the argu- 
ment makes more sense 
when stood on its head. 


Precisely because the worlds’ 
religions have been histori- 
cally caught up in these com- 
plex * conflicts and have 
emerged from them prepared 
to shoulder their responsibil- 
ities and reach out hands of 
friendship, they are better 
placed to contribute towards 
resolutions of the problems 
than most other participants. 
Amid the sad news from 


Israel this summer was a 
minimally reported item 
recording the regular meet- 
ing of Rabbi’s and Imams for 
the past two years, secretly at 
first but now openly. They 
found differences and agree- 
ments, but more importantly 
a meeting of minds that tran- 
scended both. One crucial 
building block for peace has 
been laid. 

Good news is no news 

Here, as there, one of our 
problems is the failure of 
good news to make the head- 
lines. There is much to sug- 
gest that, despite difficulties, 
our multi-cultural society 
does actually work. A star- 


tled American diplomat was 
on TV recently saying that 
he had spent a day visiting 
schools in Leicester, and not 
one of the children he spoke 
to could recall an incident of 
racial abuse in their school 
careers. That is extraordi- 
nary, he said. Why do you 
not celebrate it? 

Leicester is our most multi- 
cultural City, and we simply 


never hear about it. The 
large religious communities - 
Muslim, Sikh, Hindu and 
Christian - are self confi- 
dent, but also open to one 
another. Visit a Sikh Temple 
and you will be offered lunch 
too, whoever you are - and 
no payment is expected. You 
are simply made welcome. 
Unsung, unnoticed, ordinary 
people have established, and 
go on maintaining, links that 
transcend difference. We 
acknowledge too little that a 
multicultural society 

demands something of us: 
we have to work on it, build 
it, down at the grass roots 
where ordinary people live 
side by side. Faith communi- 


ties make a considerable, 
and much underestimated, 
contribution to this process. 
October sees the publication 
of Friends in Faith , an 
account of some of the inter- 
faith work that is currently 
happening in the Diocese of 
Oxford. It is not about theo- 
ry, but an account of what is 
actually happening. So there 
are examples of dialogue, of 
the way in which interfaith 
marriages are supported; of 
approaches to interfaith 
prayer, of work in education, 
and health. None of it is 
headline stuff. Some of it is 
very ordinary. But that is the 
point: living tolerant soci- 
eties are the result of ordi- 
nary people learning to meet 
and understand and trust. 
There is much here that we 
should celebrate. 

Valuing our differences 

One contributor writes of 
her ‘Sharing in Faiths’ group: 
‘At first it was a matter of 
discussion, of agreeing or 
disagreeing, and then agree- 
ing to differ. Then it grew 
into something much deeper, 
a profound respect for the 
spirituality and beliefs of 
others. Disagreement 

became irrelevant. It was 
impossible not to be aware 
of the value of difference, the 
uniqueness of each individ- v 
ual’s journey. I found it liber- 
ating and inspiring.’ 

As an account of course it is 
incomplete. It invites our par- 
ticipation. And much more 
needs to be done. If Friends in 
Faith encourages others to 
become equally involved in a 
task that has both personal 
and social significance, not 
only will we enrich our 
Church, we will enrich our 
society too. It deserves to be 
studied by every PCC. 

The Revd David Barton is Warden 
of the Sisters of the Love of God 
and a member of the Diocesan 
Committee for Interfaith Concerns. 

Friends in Faith is available from 
the Board for Social Responsibility 
Diocesan Church House, price £5, 
including postage and packing. 



During his four-day visit to the Oxford Diocese in 
March 1999, the Archbishop of Canterbury Dr 
George Carey met the then Mayor and Mayoress of 
Slough, Councillor Mr Gurbachan Singh Thind and 
Mrs Bhupimber Thind who are active members of 
the Sikh community. Photo: Frank Blackwell 



Christian 

Concern 

for One World 


Co-ordinator: full-time or part-time 
(min. 20 hours a week). CCOW is an 
ecumenical body, seeking to help 
churches in the counties of Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire to 
develop their concern for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation. 

We seek a Christian, lay or ordained, with 
theological training to illuminate these 
issues, able to work creatively and inde- 
pendently through church leaders and local 
networks. 

Salary around £20k 
(Part-time - pro rata) 

Contact Catriona Cappleman 
01344 426695 or 
catriona@cappleman.co.uk 

Closing date: 29 October 
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£200 TO HELP YOU TRAIN 

The Individual Learning Account scheme is 
available to everyone over 19 who is not in full 
time education, receiving Job seekers 
allowances or on Government supported train- 
ing. With your learning account you can 
receive an 80% contribution towards your 
training costs up to a maximum value claim of 
£ 200 . 

Best Training - Banbury is situated just 50 
yards away from Banbury Cross and offers 
professional computer training courses in a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Why not 
come in to the centre, discuss your training 
plan and apply for the ILA scheme at the same 
time. 

A typical course will take approximately 10-12 
hours to complete and can be studied in 
sessions from 2 hours per week to full time as 
required. We cater for all skill levels from total 
beginner through to advanced users in all 
popular software applications. 

BEST TRAINING. 3 WEST BAR, 
BANBURY OX16 9SD 

PHONE: 01295 271888 



BURFORD 

SCHOOL 

Founded 1571 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Mixed Comprehensive Day 
and Boarding School 
Students from 11-19 

• GCSE Courses 
• School Farm 

• A and as Levels 

• Community College 

OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 4th October 4.30pm 

Headteacher: I P Sanders, B.A., F.R.S.A. 
Cheltenham Road, Burford, Oxon OX18 4PL 
Tel: 01993 823303 Fax: 01993 823101 
Website: www.burford.oxon.sch.uk 
Email : admin@burford.oxon.sch.uk 
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Analysis 


Letters 


to the editor 


No more free Year Books! 


Oxford 
Diocesan 
Year Book 
2002 * 


EVERY year the 
Oxford Diocese 
produces a Year 
Book containing 
the contact 

details for all our 
clergy, parish offi- 
cers and lay staff, 
our Church 

House depart- 
ments and cen- 
tral resources, 
and an informa- 
tion section con- ■' — — 

tabling informa- 
tion to help you run your 
parish. It is an excellent tool for 
ministry and mission, and 
every year we have sent copies 
free of charge to all our clergy, 
licensed lay ministers and lay 
workers, with one for each set 
of churchwardens. Last year 
we sent out over 2000 free 
copies of the Year Book. 

Except, of course, that there is 
no such thing as a ‘free’ Year 
Book. The cost of production, 
printing and distribution - 
with postage at £1.50 a copy - 
has risen steadily to around 
£14,000, and this cost will 
continue to rise. Funding 
comes direcdy from the parish 
share, but under the present 
system, parishes have no 
choice in the number of Year 
Books they receive, nor in the 
costs they are subsidising. 

We believe that in the present 
climate we need to do all we 
can to relieve pressure on the 
Parish Share. So we have 
decided this year to charge for 
the Year Book, and to give 
parishes the choice of how 
many they wish to order: The 
2002 Year Book will cost 
£9.95, and each parish secre- 
tary will receive a letter from 
Church House, with an order 
form, inviting the parish to 
order copies for their clergy 
and key workers, and anyone 
else in the parish who might 


by Richard Thomas 
Communications 
-Director 


need a copy. All 
clergy and paid 
lay workers will 
need an up-to- 
date copy, but it is 
up to the parish 
to decide how 
many extra 
copies to order: 
By making this 
change, we are 
giving parishes - 
who, after all, are 
" best placed to 
know how many 
Year Books they need and how 
much they can afford to spend 
on them- a real choice. 

Parishes value their volun- 
teers, and need to give them 
the right equipment to do their 
work. A small parish might 
order one copy for its clergy, 
one for its licensed lay ministei; 
and one for the churchwarden. 
A larger parish might decide to 
equip all its staff and key vol- 
unteers with a Year Book, and 
have one for reference in the 
parish office. The point is that 
it should be the parish, not 
Diocesan Church House, that 
decides how many copies they 
need. And by doing this we 
hope to reduce demand on the 
Parish Share by around ten 
thousand pounds, so the more 
copies you help us sell, the 
more we can reduce the price 
in future! 

If you would like to order a 
copy of the Year Book, you 
can place your order with your 
parish secretary, or via the 
Diocesan website. The publi- 
cation date is planned for 1 
December If you can get your 
order in by 1 November we 
will try to get it to you by 
Christmas, but orders will be 
processed after this date. 

There will be an order form at 
www.oxford.anglican.org, and a 
telephone help-line for ordering 
on 01865 208225. 


Political correctness, trying not to worry about tomorrow, church 
marriage after divorce and poverty - an age old problem 


Historic Churches Cycle Ride 



ON the 9 September hundreds of cyclist and walkers took part in the 
annual sponsored cycle ride for their county Historic Churches Trusts. 
This year the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust has passed the £lmil- 
lion mark in its grants to nearly 300 churches and chapels throughout 
the county stretching back to 1967. It was also a year in which the annual 
sponsored bicycle ride, started in Oxfordshire in 1986, passed the £1 
million total of fund raising. To celebrate this double achievement, a cer- 
emony took place at Cuddesdon at which Chris Walton, Chairman of the 
Trust, assisted by Robin Cotton, President, Richard Lethbridge, 
Secretary and Hugo Brunner, Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, handed 
over a symbolic cheque to Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorchester. Also pic- 
tured (right) is Richard Cowles, Vicar of All Saints Cuddesdon which 
recently received a grant of £5000 from the Trust for its restoration. 


Racial Classification 

I have received a very shocking 
communication from Diocesan 
Church House, asking for 
information about my ‘ethnic 
background’. The suggested 
categories are identical with 
those of the Government’s cen- 
sus earlier this yean Does the 
Church really have to classify 
people according to the colour 
of their skin? I think that this is 
wrong both morally and scientifi- 
cally. The ‘targeting 5 of particular 
groups (ethnic or other) is a politi- 
cally correct exercise derived from 
purely worldly standards, to 
which the Church should not 
conform. 

It is scandalous that Diocesan 
funds, derived partly from 
contributions from hard- 
pressed parishes, should be 
squandered on such pointless 
activities. 

Stephen Freer 
Cheltenham 


Do not worry 

Have you ever thought which is 
the least kept of Jesus’ com- 
mandments? After many years 
thought - and painful experi- 
ence, I think it must be ‘Do not 
worry about tomorrow 5 . 
Everything in our society seems 
to state that we should. From 
adverts on television for banks 
and savings, insurance policies 
to private medical care - from 
newspapers who major on acci- 
dents and disasters to even our 
church treasurers. 

And I think its getting worse. 
Parents are now much more 
scared to let their children walk 
to school because of strangers 
and road traffic. And life is 
becoming less and less enjoyable. 
I have never heard a sermon yet 
preached on the virtue of not 
worrying. Or have I been in the 
wrong church at the wrong 
time? 

Maybe everyone is now so 
worried about what other 
people might think or say 
about their every thought or 


action. Will I be sued about 
that bramble which is grow- 
ing on my property? What if 
. . . ? Which is maybe why 
we have had a subtle dumb- 
ing down of our revolution- 
ary message. I must finish 
now as I think I may have 
left the bath water on. 
Anthony Pearce 
Tilehurst 


Marriage after divorce 

Although it seems that most 
churchgoers agree that some 
remarriage should be permitted 
for divorcees whose former 
partners are still alive the pub- 
lished figures show that there is 
considerable disquiet over the 
procedural recommendations 
of the Report 'Marriage in 
Church after Divorce'. This I 
suggest is hardly surprising. 
As few of the laity have seen the 
Report, let alone discussed its 
contents and as the House of 


Bishops must make its recom- 
mendations to the General 
Synod at the end of the year I 
feel this should be remedied. 
The divorce/remarriage issue, I 
suggest is not a matter for our 
bishops, clergy and PCC mem- 
bers alone. 

Would it therefore be possi- 
ble for: 

a) details of the submission 
made to the Bishops from the 
Oxford Diocese to be pub- 
lished, if possible in The 
DOOR? 

b) the 'key issues' which arise 
to be made the subject of a 
public debate, and, 

c) simultaneously, the forma- 
tion of a Diocesan 'think 
tank' to have 'brainstorming' 
sessions on this matter and 
letters from the 'grass roots' 
to be invited and published 
during the next three months' 
If the 1957 Act of 
Convocation is to be revoked 


and, under recommendation, 
‘National pastoral criteria, 
principle and procedures 
are drawn up’ early next 
year it should not be too 
late for any original ‘grass 
roots’ thinking to be taken 
into account. Do your read- 
ers not agree? 

One key issue I think needs 
debating is on what grounds, 
precisely are some divorcee 
applicants going to be refused 
a full marriage service when 
some others are being 
approved and how will this 
decision be taken and con- 
veyed? These decisions, it 
seems to me will require 
judgements on individuals and 
their circumstances without 
the evidence or other informa- 
tion which would be needed 
and this would be unjust and 
unfair to both the parties and 
our bishops and clergy. 

Archie Lee 
Ascot 


Nothing new in poverty 

I was shocked, disappointed 
and not a little angry when I 
read the leading article in 
The DOOR September edi- 
tion. I find it incredible that 
the fact that poverty leads to 
ill health still needed to be 
commented on at Synod, 
when we all walk past the 
sharp reminders of this when 
we visit shopping centres 
throughout the Diocese. 

It is disturbing that the 
Church seems to view this 
fact as a discovery of recent 
years. The truth of this has 
been patent throughout histo- 
ry - from Biblical times in 
fact! Simply increasing benefit 
does not seem to me to solve 
this problem. I feel it is a 
question of finding a way to 
supply real jobs and restoring 
self-respect once more 
amongst working people. 
Sylvia Hale 
High Wycombe 



A weekend for all the family - Praise, Worship, Teaching, Ministry and great Children’s Activities. 

Accommodation is in Self-Catering Pine Lodges set in 400 acres of stunning forest. Free access to The World of Water’ is included, and for a small additional cost - bike 
hire, sailing, archery, bowling, tennis and much more are available. The cost for 3 nights is £350.00 per lodge for 8 people (infants go free). Day visitors are also welcome at a 
cost of £12 per person for a Day Pass’ to Oasis To book, or for further information, please call 015394 88298 or visit www.beforethethrone.com 


BEFORE THE 


THRONE 


BEFORE THE THRONE MINISTRIES IS A TEACHING AND HEALING RESOURCE BRINGING LIBERTY TO CHRISTIANS ACROSS THE UK AND BEYOND 
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Christian International 
Peace Service 

Sat 6 October Training in 
Peacemaking’ 10 - 5pm at 
Christ Church URC, Henley- 
on-Thames, a one day introduc- 
tory seminar.The seminar costs 
£20 including tea, coffee and 
lunch. Details from Peter 
Harvey , CHIPS , Bix Bottom 
Farm , Henley-on-Thames , 
Oxon, RG9 6BH (01491 


CHIPS: Christian 
International Peace Service 
6 October Training in 
Peacemaking’, 10 - 5pm at Christ 
Church URC, Henley-on- 
Thames. Subjects include What 
does the New Testament mean 
by peace? What does this mean 
for us as peacemakers? Cost: 
£20. Details from Peter Harvey 
(01491) 413616 


Vocations Breakfast 

1 3 October Anyone exploring a 
sense of vocatior to lay or 
ordained ministry is invited to 
come to this breakfast at 8am, 
Cornerstone, St Peter’s, Burnham, 
Slough, cost £3. Speakers include 
a curate with youth work experi- 
ence, an NSM, and LLM and an 
Industrial Chaplain. Finish 
12.30pm. Apply to Hilary 
Unwin , Moreton, Chiltem Rd, 
Amersham, HP6 5PH 
Tel: (01494) 725228 
unwin@gn.apc. org 

Wooburn Festival 

5 October Allegri String 
Quartet play Hugo Wolf, Elgar, 
Beethoven, 8pm at St Pauls 
Church, Wooburn Green, 
Bucks. Tickets £15, £8. 

6 October Wooburn Singers 

c : — r> 


Church. All tickets from 
Wooburn Festival Box Office 
(01628) 524243 

CEL Annual Conference 
13 October ‘Heaven and 
Earth; what Christianity teaches 
about land use’ to be held at 
Ryton Organic Gardens, near 
Coventry. Details: Tim Cooper 
(0114)225 4838 

Taiz6 

15-21 October A Cottesloe 
Pilgrimage, travelling by an 
exclusive coach directly from 
North Bucks to Taize. The party 
will include a group of young 
people, but most of the pilgrims 
will be older. Cost £200. Details: 
Revd John Hudson (01280) 
813162 

OCIC 

3 November Retreat Day 
‘Masculine Spirituality’, 10 - 4pm 
at Stanton House. Led by George 
Coppen and Lynne Booker, £20 
including lunch. Details and 
bookings from: OCIC, 119-121 
London Road, Headington , 
Oxford, (01865) 308889 

STEM 

15 November 

Resources Day, your 
chance to meet the staff 
of the Board and discuss training r 
needs and resources. At Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford from 2pm - 9pm. 


The Way Ahead: Church of 
England Schools in the 
New Millennium 

22 October Tiered Lecture 
Theatre (TC014), Park Campus, 
Cheltenham 2-9pm. This confer- 
ence is for heads, governors and 
teachers in Church of England 
schools and for clergy, parents 


Details and booking: Mrs Patricia 
Downes, School of Theology and 
Religious Studies, Cheltenham. 
Tel: (01242) 532747 

Cottesloe Christian 
Training Progamme 
Preparing the 
church for worship 

1 3 Oct How to set the 
altar for the Holy Communion 
and to prepare the church for 
worship, at Padbury Church with 
Pauline Hardy, 2 - 4.30pm, £3. 

A way of saying ‘Goodbye’ 

1 5 Oct Speaking from her per- 
sonal and her professional experi- 
ence as a Funeral Director, 
Marie-Jose Fowler will help us 
address the questions which sur- 
round arranging a funeral. At 
Mursley Church Room, £3, 8pm. 
Exploring the Old Testament 
22, 29 Oct & 5 Nov On these 
three evenings, John Hudson will 
conclude his thematic introduc- 
tion of the Old Testament. 
Padbury Rectory, 8pm £12 
How to be Holy 
1 Nov A Quiet day to mark the 
feast of All Saints with David 
Goldie, Archdeacon of 
Buckingham at Wingrave 
Church, 10 - 3.30pm, £6. 

All details and bookings to 
Alison Dobbie (01525) 375109 
cottesloe@fish.co.uk 

Anglican Renewal 
Ministries 

8 December Training event on 
‘Developing Prayer Ministry at 
The Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Bedgrove from 10 - 5.30pm, with 
a Eucharist at 4.30pm. The day 
will give teaching on the biblical 
basis for prayer ministry, how to 
integrate it into a Sunday service, 
even for the most reluctant of 
congregations. The day is suitable 


Lord thy word 
abideth, and our foot- 
steps guideth; who its 
truth believeth light 
and joy receiveth. O 
that we discerning its 
most holy learning 
Lord , may love and 
serve thee, ever more 
be near thee. H.w.Baker 

Let us pray to God our 
Father for: 

Mon 1 st Abingdon Deanery as 
they listen to God and continue 
the task of creating a Church for 
the future, in which each per- 
ceives the gifts given to them, 
that they may be equipped for 
worship and service, less con- 
cerned for themselves and more 
devoted to Christ and the needs 
of the people. For the area dean 
- Leighton Thomas: synod lay 
chairman - Barbara McGregor. 

Tues 2 n< ^ Abingdon Team 
Ministry - clergy Michael 
Goode, Michael Sams, Corinne 
Smith, George Cox, Charmian 
Manship, Timothy Hewes, 

Peter Silva, Tim Davis, Peter 
Walker, Andrew Atherstone, 
Daniel Wignall, Stephen 
Godfrey, Christopher Seaman, 
Pauline Seaman: licensed lay 
ministers - Martin Hayward, 
Roger Hancox, David Lever, 
Derek Walker, Colin Wood, ^ 
Barry Taylor, Ian Kemp. 

Wed 3 rc ^ Appleton: Besselsleith; 
clerpv - Bob Penman. 


Fri 5*^ Drayton (Group Ministry 
with Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford and Steventon) Clergy 

- Dorothy Merrick, Theresa 
Scott. 

Sat 6^ Fifield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: clergy - 
Keith Triplow. Kennington; cler- 
gy - Terry Smith, Tony Johnson. 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 7^ The work of our 
church’s missionary societies - 
USPG, CMS and SAMS and for 
parish links with churches over- 
seas. For the diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman and 
for their Bishop Itumeleng 
Moseki and the staff and clergy 
of the diocese. 

Mon 8*^ Marcham with 
Garford: clergy - Robin 
Lapwood. Radley with 
Sunningwell; clergy - Tom 
Gibbons, Tony Rogerson; 
licensed lay minister - Terry 
Ingham. 

Tues 9*^ Steventon w. Milton 
(Group Ministry w. Sutton 
Courtenay w. Appleford and 
Drayton) clergy - Colin 
Patching: licensed lay ministers 

- Jack Jarvis, Tim Budd. 

Wed 10 th Sutton Courtenay w. 
Appleford (Group Ministry w. 
Drayton and Steventon w. 
Milton) clergy - Leighton 
Thomas, Katie Jones. 

Thurs 11^ Wootton and Dry 
Sandford: clergy - John Cooper. 

Fri 12^ Our Archdeacons - 
John Morrison (Oxon) David 
Goldie (Bucks) Norman Russell 
(Berks) 


Jenny Hyson, Diane Clutterbuck. 

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY - Week of 
Prayer for World Peace 

Sun 14 God of justice, you 
have shared with us your cre- 
ative power to build a world for 
peace and justice. Guide us 
always to work for justice in our 
world, thus enabling us to live 
as brothers and sisters endowed 
with human dignity as members 
of your human family. 

Mon 15^ STEM contd: 

Barbara Doubtfire, Judi 
Shepherd, Anne Faulkner, 
Joanna Coney, Phillip Tovey, 
David Haylett, Andrew Gear, 
Beren Hartless, Jeni Hobbs, 
Pauline MacKinnon, Yvonne 
Ryan, Valerie Hooley, Lesley 
Young, Kay Sfack, Juliet Ralph. 

Tues 16^ Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery as they pray for guid- 
ance in ongoing discussions with 
benefices and team ministries 
regarding pastoral reorganisa- 
tion, to reduce stipendiary clergy 
from 17 to 14, so that a plan for 
the deanery can be agreed. For 
the area dean - John Crowe: 
$ynod lay chairman - Brian 
Newey. 

Wed 17*^ Benson: clergy - 
Andrew Hawken; licensed lay 
minister - John English. 

Thurs 18 th LUKE THE EVAN- 
GELIST. For our hospitals and 
hospices. For the church’s min- 
istry of healing; adviser - Hugh 
Kent. For our doctors and nurs- 
es. For hospital chaplains: clergy 
- Julie Cartwright, Sebastian 
Jones, Sarah Sewell, Jeff 
Gosden, David Nash, Stephen 




Nicholas Molony, Carol Hough, 
Peggy Faithfull. 

Sat 20^ Hospital chaplains 
contd: clergy - Steven Barnes, 
Bernard Dagnall, Michael 
Smith, Beau Stevenson, Liz 
Johnson, Oliver Howell, James 
Co^ke, Nick Fennemore, 
Stephanie Bullock, Victoria 
Slater, Anthony McGowan. 

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY - One World 
Week 

Sun 21 st May God's blessing 
inspire us: to work and to wor- 
ship as if people matter, to speak 
and to serve as if people matter, 
to live and to love as if people 
matter; as much to each of us as 
they do to Jesus. 

Mon 22 n< * Hospital chaplains 
contd: Elizabeth Jackson, 
Michael Sserunkuma, Judy 
Davies, Christopher Neal, Lydia 
Cook, Andrew Petit, John 
Salter, Christopher Evans, 
Richard Cheek, Derek Nuttall, 
Peter Stanway, Roger Stillman. 

Tues 23 r ^ Chalgrove w. Berrick 
Salome: clergy - Ian Cohen; 
licensed lay minister - Robert 
Heath-Whyte. 

Wed 24*k Chinnor w. 
Emmington and Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant w. Crowell: cler- 
gy - Charles Draper, Joan 
Deval, Serena Hutton; licensed 
lay ministers - Maurice Barkes, 
David Bartlett, David Higgott, 
Dennis Porter. 

Thurs 25 ^ Dorchester Area 
Team Ministry: clergy - John 
Crowe, Myles Godfrey, Simon 
Hill, Jan Hiles, Edward 
Tildeslev. Marcus Bravbrnnkp. 


Easington: clergy - Martin | 

Garner; licensed lay minister - I 
John Burbidge, George Cannon. I 

Sat 27*^ Great Milton with Little! 
Milton and Great Haseley: clergy - 
- Victor Story. 

SIMON AND JUDE, APOS- | 

TLES - The last Sunday after | 

Trinity - Bible Sunday I 

Sun 28^ The Bible Reading 
Fellowship and the Bible Society. 
For those who seek new transla- . 
tions of the Bible and those who . 
are continually at work to trans - 1 
late them into foreign languages. | 
For the work of SPCK. | 

Mon 29*k Thame Valley Team * 
Ministry: clergy - Christopher 
Neal, Simon Brignall, Ian 
Adams, Ian Mountford, Janet 
Hulett, Keith Weston, Simon 
Baynes, John Fieldsend: full timej 
youth worker - Kev Clerk; lay | 
worker - Margaret Brierly; | 
licensed lay ministers - Derek I 

Witchell, Caroline Baynes, I 

Caroline McKeown, Paul I 

Brigham, John Wilson-Brown, * 

Geoffrey Rushman, Norman 
Lilley. 

Tues 30*h Ickneild, Britwell 
Salome, Pyrton, Swyncombe, | 
Watlington: clergy - Christopherl 
Evans, Helen Kendrick, Angie I 
Paterson; licensed lay minister - I 
Nick McLeish. 

Wed 31 st Wheatley Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Fuller, 
Angela Butler, John Edmonds- | 
Seal, Chris Taylor, William | 
Brierley, Richard Cowles, Mark | 
Chapman, Caroline King, Brendal 
Knight; youth I 

evangelism co-ordinaator - 
Mark Leadbeater C.A; licensed ^ 



Vivaldi and Monteverdi, Bartok 
and Gershwin, 8pm at St Pauls 


Dearing Report, t/.jO per person, | phone Anglican Renewal 
dinner is an additional £9.25. | Ministries (01332) 2001 75 


uent, £ve LOCKett, 
Terry Sharp. 


1V1IV/UW} ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Andrew Meynell, Hilary Unwin, Pritchard, Lee Rayfield, 


Baldwin and Cuxham with 
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What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address 
below before the deadline 


OCTOBER 

Fri 5 STANTON ST. JOHN 

Motherhood and God, an OCIC 
day retreat. The cost of the day is 
£20, including tea, coffee and 
lunch. Details: Sonia Copper 
(01865)308889 

Sat 6 AMERSHAM Millennium 
Lecture at St Michael’s Church. 
Gerard Hughes speaking on 
Holiness and Wholeness: 
Earthing our Spirituality. 
Preceded by a prayer workshop 
led by the Jesuit priest, 2pm. 
Details: (01494) 726680. 

Sat 6 BLETCHINGTON Craft 
Fair in the Village Hall 12 - 
4.30pm. Wide variety of crafts 
and demonstrations. Details: 
(01869) 350491 

Sat 6 OXFORD Through the 
Looking Glass Fair’ Celebration of 
Mental Health at Wesley Memorial 
Church Hall 11 - 5pm. Details 
from Chana Perry (01933) 224462 
Sat 6 TURVILLE Service of 
Animal Blessing with the Bishop of 
Reading. Details: (01491) 638240 
Sat 6 - 7 WOODSTOCK St 
Mary Magdalene Church Flower 
Festival, Sat 10 - 4.30pm, Sun 
12.30 - 5.30pm. Refreshments 
available. Evensong 6pm. Details: 
(01993) 812639 

Sat 6 GORING-ON-THAMES 

Organ recital at St Thomas of 
Canterbury Church at 11am 
(coffee at 10.30am). Details: 
(01491) 681819 

Sun 7 WANTAGE Animal 
Blessing Service at John Vianney 
Church 3pm. Tea, dog biscuits 
and carrots afterwards in the vil- 
lage hall! 

Sun 7 CHIPPING NORTON 


Choral Evensong at St Mary’s, 
Guest Preacher: The Very Revd 
Nicholas Bury. Details: (01608) 
642720 

Thur 11 OXFORD 'Aspects of 
AIDS in Africa’ with Glen 
Williams, Revd Michael Elliot 
and Ann Leek 7.30pm at SS 
Philip and James Church. Details 
(01993) 882805 

Fri 12 GROVE ‘October Tattoo’ 
(Tearcraft and Traidcraft Tempting 
and Outstanding Opportunity) 7 - 
9.30pm at Cornerstone, Saville 
Way. Details: (01235) 223867 
Fri 12 SANDHURST Organ 
Recital at St Michael’s (Lower 
Church) at 7.30pm. Details 
(01344) 771013 

Sat 1 3 THAME ‘Holy Unsuitable’ 
at Thame United Football club’s 
Windmill Suite. Tickets £5 from 
Simon Smith hu@clara.co.uk 
Sat 13 DORCHESTER 
ABBEY RSCM Annual Choirs’ 
Festival. All welcome to attend 
Festival Evensong at 5pm. 
Director Peter Smith, Preacher 
Bishop of Buckingham. Details: 
(0118) 972 2844 

Sat 13 EAST HAGBOURNE A 

Weekend of Art and Music at St 
Andrews Church 11 -5pm and con- 
cert at 7.30pm. Art Exhibition on 
Sunday. Details: (01235) 850719 
Sun 14 WOKINGHAM Service of 
Thanksgiving for creation and 
blessing of animals at All Saints 
Church 3pm. Bishop John Baker, 
former Bishop of Salisbury to 
preach. Details Marcelle Williams 
(0118) 9789782 

Sun 14 KENNINGTON 

Handel’s Messiah sung at St 
Swithun’s Parish Church 3pm. 


Sun 14 GREAT MISSENDEN 

Chiltern Walk for the Children’s 
Society 10am - 12 noon. Details: 
(01844 292 242 # 

Tues 16 CAVERSHAM Sung 
Eucharist and Healing Service cele- 
brating St Luke and St Raphael, 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing. St Andrew’s church, 7.30pm 
Tues 16 OXFORD St. 
Frideswide Civic Service at 6pm in 
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
Sat 20 HENLEY-on-THAMES 
Organ concert given by Jonathan 
Holl at St Mary the Virgin 
7.30pm, music to include 
Sweelinck, Handel, DeGrigny, 
Rinck and Wills. Details: (01344) 
886700 

Sat 20 WOODSTOCK Charity 
Performance for Parish Church’s 
redevelopment fund, 7.30pm at St 
Mary Magdalene Church. 
Bookings and enquiries (01993) 
813368 

Sat 20 IVER HEATH Apple Day 
at Home Farm Cottage, 11 - 4pm, 
charity and trade stalls, line danc- 
ing and children’s activities. 
Details: (01895) 270730 
Sun 21 GORING-ON-THAMES 
Celebration of Wholeness and 
Healing for St Luke’s Tide: laying- 
on of hands with prayer and 
anointing. Details Revd Dr Peter 
Steddon (01491) 680066 
Sun 21 OXFORD Coffee 
Morning and Bring and Buy Sale 
at St Andrew’s Church, Linton 
Road 10.30 - 12am in aid of 
Church Mission Society. Details: 
(01865) 873184 

Wed 24 READING Choral 
Evensong - Sung by Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir at 


6.15pm at the Minster Church of 
St Mary the Virgin. 

Sat 27 MONKS RISBOROUGH 

An Autumn invitation to travel in 
‘The Light of Christ’ ‘Saints’ at St 
Dunstan’s Parish Church 10 - 
12am. Details: Moira Spence 
(01844) 275759 

Sun 28 - 4 Nov WOKINGHAM 

Mission Week to celebrate 25th 
anniversary of St Nicholas’ 
Community Church. Celebration 
Service at 10.30am at Emmbrook 
Secondary School. Details: (0118) 
9780034 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 3 FOREST HILL Book sale 
in aid of St Nicholas Church new 
vestry . All ages, all subjects, all 
half price, 10.30 - 2.30pm in 
Village Hall. Details (01865) 
872514 

Sat 3 HOOK NORTON Fair in St 
Peter’s Church 10-4.30pm. Details: 
(01608) 737900 

Sun 4 WOOLHAMPTON Sing 
for the Homeless. Rehearsal 2.30 - 
4.30pm for the performance of 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio (Parts 
IV to VI). Details Judith Denny 
(01635) 862290 

Wed 7 READING Choral 
Evensong, cathedral style Prayer 
Book Service at 6.15pm. Sung by 
Reading Minster Midweek Choir 
at the Minster Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. 

Sat 10 MONKS RISBOROUGH 

An Autumn invitation to travel in 
‘The Light of Christ’ ‘Faces’ at St 
Dunstan’s Parish Church 10 - 
12am. Details: Moira Spence 
(01844) 275759 

Sat 10 ABINGDON Healing 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


Ministry Training Day led by 
David Pytches at Christ Church 9 - 
4pm, £10. Worship, teaching, 
modelling and ministry. Details: 
Janet Taft (01235)539172 
Sat 10 STOKE POGES Violin 
concert with Alexandra Wood at St 
Andrews Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10, supper and wine served in 
interval. Details: (01753) 537705 
Sun 1 1 STOKE POGES The 
Chorus Mundi Choir performing 
Faure Requiem in a Choral 
Evensong at St Giles’ Church 
6.30pm. Details: (01753) 648499 
Mon 12 FRITWELL Brackley 
Male Voice Choir at St Olave’s 
Church 7pm, £5. Details: (01869) 
345524 

Thurs 15 COOKHAM DEAN 

Church Organ Recital with Gordon 
Stewart, organist of Huddersfield 
Town Hall and International 
recitalist 8pm. Tickets £7.50 

Sat 17 COOKHAM DEAN 

Autumn Fayre at the Village Hall, 
10am. All proceeds to charity. 

Sat 17 THAME Holy 
Unsuitable’ at Thame United 
Football club’s Windmill Suite. 
Tickets £5 from Simon Smith 
hu@clara.co.uk 

Mon 19 OXFORD Magdalen 
College. Local Affirming 
Catholicism meeting 6pm, Sung 
Eucharist in Chapel, 7pm Supper, 
8pm Speaker: Sister Frances 
Dominica. Advance booking nec- 
essary for supper. Details: 
(01865) 276027 

Tues 20 - 22 PARMOOR 

Preached Retreat ‘A Preparation 
for Advent’ by Revd Peter Jaram at 
St Katherines. Details from The 
Warden (01494) 881037 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Wed 21 READING Choral 
Evensong, cathedral style Prayer 
Book Service at 6.15pm. Sung by 
Reading Minster Midweek Choir 
at the Minster Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. 

Fri 23 OXFORD FOCUS work- 
shop and AGM at Church House, 
North Hinksey 10 - 2.45pm. 
Details: Kate Flodgson (01865) 
208214 

Sat 24 WOOLHAMPTON Sing 
for the Homeless. Come and sing 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio (Parts 
IV to VI) conducted by Sir david 
Willcocks with professional orches- 
tra and soloists. Details Judith 
Denny (01635) 862290 
Sat 24 COMBE St Laurence’ 
Grand Christmas Bazaar to be held 
in the Reading Room on the Green 
from 2-4pm. Lots of stalls as well 
as Tombola, raffles and refresh- 
ments etc. Free entry. 

Sat 24 DIDCOT Re-dedication of 
organ at All Saints Church 6pm, 
followed by short recital. Tickets 
from 26 Edwin Road, Didcot, 
Oxon OX11 8LE 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 1 0am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Notices 


Hymns for Today’s Church 

120 congregational copies (16.1 
x 11.3 x 4 ems) for sale. Hodder 
and Stoughton 5th Impression 
1985, some choir copies avail- 
able. Offers to: Revd Dorothy 
Derrick, (01235) 531374 Email: 
jdderrick@compuserve.com 


Vacancy 

The trustees of the Sue Ryder 
Prayer Fellowship intend 
appoint a Resident Warden. St 
Katherine’s is a Retreat House 
in the care of the Sue Ryder 
Prayer Fellowship in Parmoor 
near Henley on Thames. Those 
interested in applying for the 
post are asked to send a copy of 
their CV to: Chairman of the 
Trustees , Sue Ryder Prayer 
Fellowship , St Katherine's , 
Parmoor , Henley on Thames 
RG9 6NN 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Oxfordshire Association 
for the Blind - Home 
Visiting Scheme 

We are looking for volunteers to 
visit our visually-impaired clients 
in their homes on a regular basis. 
There are several successful part- 
nerships already operating in 
Oxford, we are keen to develop 
the scheme into more areas of 
the city and county. So what 
makes a successful partnership? 
Each relationship is different, 
many partners have become 
friends. The volunteers enjoy 
being useful, and find that the 
time they give is much appreciat- 
ed. Their partners enjoy a regu- 
lar visit, as well as valuable help 
with correspondence and odd 
jobs, such as wrapping presents. 
Trips out either by car or on foot 
are also popular. Details: Liz 
Hunter , Oxfordshire Association 
for the Blind (01865) 725595 

Admission appeals panels 
for voluntary aided schools 

As you may be aware, the 
Diocese organises and manages 
appeals in relation to admis- 
sions to our aided schools. Val 
Coombs co-ordinates the 
process and procedures and is 
keen to have new members to 
sit on the Appeals Panels, which 
are composed of lay members 
as well as those with experience 
in education. Travel allowances 
are paid and appropriate train- 
ing will be given to anyone who 
is interested. Contact Val at 
Diocesan Church House 
(01865) 208237 or email val- 
coombs@dch. oxford.anglican. org 


Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



NORFOLK 

16C Timbered farmhouse in 
moated gardens, convenient 
for Norfolk, Bury St. Edmunds 
and the coast, cycling, 
walking, fishing. 
Tel/Fax: 01379 586355 


Wells/ 
Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.somersetcottages.com 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01 749 672 857 


CORNWALL 

Tranquil Cottages. 

4 acres. Donkeys, fishing. 

Tel. 01579 383917 

www.cornwallcottages.com 


ISLE OF WIGHT 

* Individually appointed rooms, 
all en-suite * Adults only - sorry, 
no-one under 1 6 * Room service 

* Heated outdoor pool * 
Candlelit dinners - by reservation 

* Direct dial phones in all 
bedrooms * Valet service 

available * All rooms with tea 
and coffee facilities. 

Tel. 01983 862178 
Fax. 01983 868636 

email empress.sea9virgin.net 
ETC ♦♦♦♦ RAC ♦♦♦♦ 


French Alps 

Hotel Auberge 

Camelta 

Annecy lakeside relaxing 
Superb mountain walks 
Geneva airport or drive 

Tel: 0033 450224424 

www.hotelcamelia.com 


AIM EDINBURGH APIS’ 
SIB 4 STARS SELF-CAT’ 

To sleep 6, 5, 5,4 

www.eliilirgkMts.Bi.ik 
Tel: 0131 6B33291 


To Advertise on the 
Holiday Page please 
call Miranda Miller 
■: on: 



DUBLIN 

Derguale Hotel 

Walking distance of centre. 
Luxury bedrooms en suite, 
fully licensed. 
£28.50 - £45.00 
per person sharing 
£35.00 - £48.00 
single rooms 
Tel: 003531 8744 753 
Fax: 003531 8748278 


Gatwick 3 mins 
Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or Continental 
breakfast included. Secure holiday 
parking available. 

Courtesy transport by arrangement 
Easy access from M25 - M23 

Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with 
us on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in 
Belgium or France in summer 2001 . 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food, and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 6 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 1 
PORT HILL, HERTFORD SGI 4 1PJ, 

Tel: 01992 550616 
Fax: 01992 303434 

Email: meroanserQbargedirect.com 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 

For Church Magazine 
Readers 

with HQ age restriction 
Most pre existing medical 
conditions covered 

1 Week Europe £14.95 
• 2 Weeks Europe £17.95 

Unlimited Travel Cover Per 
Couple from £65.95 
FT Travel Insurance 
A Services 

1 Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 


EASTBOURNE 


A beautiful elegant resort. 

Quiet attractive area. 
Easy parking • En-suites 
Lovely home cooking 
SHORT BREAKS 
Come as guests - leave as friends 

0AKW00D HOTEL 

Tel: (01323) 721900 


BARCLAY COURT 
HOTEL ♦♦♦♦ 

Friendly, comfortable hotel 
All en suite rooms 
Ground floor rooms 
SPECIAL BREAK DEALS 
£75pp 4 nights BB 
Half board available. Parking, 
garden, close to town. Licensed 

Tel: 01803 292791 


FRENCH 
IN PARIS 

Language study breaks 
for adults of all levels. 
Call for a brochure: 

? 0845 60 111 57 

www.oise.net 


Traditional log cabin on avocado 
farm in mountain foothills 
between Malaga/Marbella. 
Sleeps 4. Ideal for retreat, relax, 
walk or horse riding. 

From £160 per week. 

Tel/lax 0034 9524 5344G 



GREEN WAVES 
HOTEL 

TREVONE BAY, 
PADSTOW 

50 yds flat walk to two 
beaches and coastal path. 
Mini bargain breaks include: 
Free EDEN PROJECT ENTRY, 1/2 price golf or cycle hire. 

Sept, Oct, Nov. Rail/air transfers by arrangement. 
www.greewaveshotel.co.uk ~ Please call for details 

Tel. 01841 520114 


St Anthany-in-Roseland Cottages 

St Anthony-m-Roseland, Cornwall. 

Four family owned and run, comfortable, well 
equipped cottages on private estate at waters' edge, 
(a designated area of outstanding natural beauty 
and heritage coastline.) 

Glorious coastal walks, beaches, sailing, 

40 minutes from the wonderful Eden Project. 
Children and dogs welcome. 

Details from our daughter Miranda. 

Tel No 01295 680265 

E-mail: miranda.forrester@pop3.hiway.co.uk 
or see us on: 

www.virtual-business.co.uk/roseland 


wmocni 

ETC ★ ★ ★ Cottages 
set in 35 acres of glorious 
North Devon coastland 
with own beach. 
COASTAL FOOTPATH OPEN 
Pets Welcome. 

01271 863743 

www.widmouthfarmcottages.cauk 


BARCELONA 

2 Comfortable 

SELF-CONTAINED FLATS 
in city centre. Sleeps 2-5. Fully 
furnished, child-friendly. 
Call Monica: 

0117 944 2893 


LANZAROTE 

Spacious 6 bedroom 
farmhouse with private pool, 
sun terraces, BBQ. Breathtaking 
views and sunsets to the sea 
and National Park. 

Tel: Heather on 
00 34 689 167960 or 
UK Fax: 0117 9082698 


SOUTH DEVON 

BRUNSWICK HOUSE 
TEIGNMOUTH 

All en-suite B&B, 150 yards 
sea & river. Central heating, 
TV all rooms. Wide choice of 
breakfast menu. Autumn 
breaks from Mid-September. 

Tel: 01626 774102 


CENTRAL 

PORTUGAL 

We are the only company in the 
UK marketing properties in this 
beautiful area of Portugal. 
Prices from £15,000 
We are confident you will enjoy 
our property listings. 
PREMIER PROPERTIES 
INTERNATIONAL 
Tel 01935 881199 
sales @ premierpropertiesonline.net 


IRELAND 

COUNTY WICKLOW 

Poulaphola House 

A warm welcome awaits you in this 
very special hotel, in a wonderful 
setting. Winter breaks. 

Tel: 00353 458 64412 


THE GLENORLEIGH HOTEL 

TORQUAY 

Featured on 

BBC Holiday Programme 

Delighful en-suite rooms, your 
comfort in mind. Good food, bar with 
terrace overlooking a Mediterranean 
style garden and pool. A quiet central 
location. A perfect place to relax. 
From £23 pppn. 

Breaks: 3 nights from £57pp B&B 
For brochure tel: 01803 292135 


YORKSHIRE 

Autumn in Beautiful 
N. Yorkshire - Coxwold 

Completely refurbished 
extremely comfortable Country 
House accommodation. 
Thirsk 6 miles (Herriot Country) 
Helinsley 8 miles 
(Close to North yorks Moors) 
TeH: 01347 868177 


PARIS 

A few steps from the Arc de Triomphe 
and Avenue des Champs Elys6es. 
Quietly placed modern apartment in 
famous Street market with ail the 
amenities of the central area. 
Sleeps 2. From £40 per night - 
weekends or longer lets. 

Tel/Fax: 01225 8B6B41 


STUDLAND B AY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ Highly Commended 
Corps d’elite Wine Award. All rooms en-suite. 
Large Garden. Log Fires. Child Friendly. 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE. 


For brochure phone/lax 01929 450224 


FOR SALE 
SPAIN 

COSTA BLANCA 

Perfect Investment/Holiday 
homes, fully furnished beach 
front apartments from £43,000 
free information pack. 

01823 481202 or visit 
www.magicalspain.co.uk 


DORSET 

17th Century Farmhouse 
B&B.Ensuite rooms. EM 
availble prior notice. Situated in 
the beautiful village of 
Abbotsbury, with its Swannery & 
Tropical Gardens. Breathtaking 
views. Walking Dorset 
Coastline.Open all year round. 
Tel/fax:01 305 871363 
www.eastfarmhouse.co.uk 


WHITBY 

SLEIGHTS -FAMILY RUN, 
'Home from Home' B&B 

TV & Tea/Coffee facilities, 
warm welcome, snacks & 
meals on request 
Pets welcome. 

Beach hut available. 

Tel: 01947 811544 


WALES 

Close to National 
Botanic Garden, 

comfortable cottages situated 
in peaceful countryside with 
panoramic views or stay in 
Farmhouse and enjoy good 
food cooked on AGA. 
WINTER BREAKS 
Tel: 01269 843990 


LLANDUDNO 

SHERBOURNE 

HOTEL 

Open all year. Book now for 
Christmas & Winter Breaks. 

WTB 3 Star Hotel. 

Lift to all floors, ground floor rooms 
available. Private car park. All major 
Credit Cards accepted 

Tel: 01492 879660 


CAPE TOWN 

Hout Bay 

1 & 2 bedroom Self catering 
cottages on V/i acres with 
swimming pool, close to beach. 

Tel/Fax 002721 790 3391 

eitsili»@ne2lNil.Eii.za 

niw.iacsGkiil.ei.il/silnR.ltRl 


(premier C[)u6ai 



Specialists in travel to 
Dubai, U.A.E. and the 
Middle East 

Inc. Emirates flights, 88, SV 
accommodation and transfers 

SUMMER OFFERS 
May - Sept 

5H Royal Mirage - £799pp 7 nights 
5H Jumeirah Beach - £799pp 
5H Le Royal Meridian - £605pp 6 nights 
5H Hilton Dubai Jumeirah - 
■ £599pp 7 nights 
Early Reservations 
Tel: 01 508 520490/ 
522085 522171 

ATOL holders 




Avalon School of art and 
Craft. Capture the beauty of 
Ireland on canvas. 

All abilities. 

2002 bookings - Brochure. 


Tel: 0142 F 8 751645 


THE ALGARVE 
PORTUGAL 

Small hotel owned and 
run by English family 
Home from home, 
small and friendly, 
all home cooked food. 

Diets catered for. 

All bedrooms en-suite. 
Own swimming pool 
and grass bowling 
green. 

Tel: 01235 521804 

for brochure and flights 


MERTON HOUSE HOLIDAY 
HOTEL & TOURING CENTRE 


I ^4dve/t/semenf Feature | 


Is a beautiful Georgian 
house specially adapt- 
ed for your holiday. 

Situated in historic mar- 
ket town easily reached 
from the motorway net- 
work. It boasts lovely 
views across 
Herefordshire to the 
Welsh mountains and 
bright, airy sun lounge 
and large garden over- 
looking the River Wye. It 
is open all year round 
with special rates for 
your “quiet season” 
break and all the staff 
understand the needs 
of their guests and are 
chosen for their caring 
skills and experience. 
The charming and com- 
fortable building goes 
back to early Georgian 
times when it is one of 
the grand private hous- 
es of our beautiful town. 


Lord Nelson and Lady 
Hamilton visited Ross 
on July 25 1802 and 
spent some time exam- 
ining the pleasure 
grounds of William 
Hooper, who owned the 
house at the time. 

It first became a hotel 
50 years ago and was 
subsequently listed as a 
building of special 
architectural or historic 
interest. It was acquired 
for its present purposes 
in 1 967 by the Rotary 
Club of Birmingham. 
Now it has been exten- 
sively adapted and 
extended to provide 
first class holidays for 
people of all ages who 
have difficulty getting 
about and for the elder- 


ly frail. 

Merton House takes 
pride in the traditional 
fare served in our 
charming dining room: 
full cooked breakfast, 
two or three-course 
lunch and evening tea 
all await you. If you 
wish you can also have 
morning coffee or after- 
noon tea in either of the 
TV lounges or the glori- 
ous Sun Lounge, a 
drink in the well stocked 
bar and a hot drink at 
bedtime. 

Merton House is cen- 
trally-heated throughout 
and all the rooms are 
warm and comfortable. 
Wheelchairs have 
access to all parts and 
their is a specially- 
designed lift. All rooms 
have their own ensuite 
facilities, and some are 
conveniently situated on 
the ground floor. In 
addition, there are spe- 
cial bathing, shower 
and toilet facilities 
throughout the hotel, 
with easy access for 
wheelchairs and frames, 
and all manner of items 
you may find helpful. 
You can be sure of a 
wonderful, well cared 
for holiday at Merton 
House, a town-and- 
country hotel imagina- 
tively adapted with you 
in mind. 

Write to: The Manager, 
Merton House Holiday 
Hotel Ltd., Edde Cross 
Street, Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire HR9 7BZ. 
Or telephone: 

01989 563252. 

Guests telephone: 

01989 563070. 
Registered charity 
No. 277171 


Radley College 



MUSIC AWARDS 


• Worth up to half fees 
• Additional bursaries available 
• Reserved awards for string players 

The Bingham Quartet 

(Artists in-residence) 

Full details from: 

John Madden 
Radley College, Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire 0X14 2HR 

Tel: 01235 543034 



n 



AS YOU TRIP TO THE LOO EACH NIGHT YOUR PROSTATE IS WARNING 
OF MUCH WORSE TO COME. HARRY SECOMBE DIED FROM IT .AND 
NELSON MANDELA NOW HAS IT. CHANCES .ARE YOU DOCTOR IS 
ALREADY TESTING YOU FOR IT • BECAUSE IN THE LAST DECADE 

100,000 MEN DIED FROM PROSTATE CANCER. 


If you are over 55 you have a 50-50 chance of developing a serious problem, but it need not end 
in early death. To receive a life-saving information pack explaining how you can maintain a 
healthy prostate and avoid painful surgery just complete the coupon in BLOCK CAPITALS please. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

THE PROSTATE SOCIETY 


No 1 Northumberland Avenue, Trafalgar Square, London WC2N 5BW 
TELEPHONE: 0207 8725470 - Monday to Friday only. 

The Prostate Society 1 limited is a non-profit organisation limited by guarantee. Registered in England No. 4214753 


V 
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Advertising 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. • ATC • Dip AD • FA.GP 

Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 

Telephone/Facsimile 

01494 773712 


STAINED 
GLASS 
SUNCATCHERS 

Ideal Christmas gifts by mail order. 
For a brochure, 
tel/fax: 01520 755231 
or write to The Old Schoolhouse, 
Arrino, Strathcorron, W Ross IV54 8XU 
email: schoolhouse@balnacra.com 


A BOTTLE OF OUR 
PERSONALISED MALT OR 
BLENDED WHISKY 

The Perfect Gift for Birthdays, 
•Anniversaries, Weddings, 
Businesses. 

The Cabrach Whisky Co. 

83 Dundonald Road, Kilmarnock KA1 1TQ. 

Tel: (01563) 524112 
E-nil: dlrxl@ail.eii 

VfEISilE. vnvW.Cdir3nWIISRJ.CIJ 



Healing from the Emotional 
Scars of Trauma - 
Professional Trauma and 
Self-Help Book Service 


1 Advertisement Feature | 


Traumatic events 
can suddenly 
shatter and 
completely disrupt 
people’s lives. 
However, not only 
major scale disasters 
that make it into the 
media headlines, such 
as the recent earth- 
quakes in India or El 
Salvador or the forest 
fires in parts of 
Australia, but events in 
everyday life, such as 
muggings and assaults, 
can have a very trau- 
matic effect on people. 

While in the grip of 
trauma it can be very 
difficult for a person to 
keep a sense of connec- 
tion to their previous 
beliefs of relative safety 


and of a fairly control- 
lable and manageable 
world. Part of this trau- 
ma shadow are often 
people’s very distress- 
ing emotional reactions 
that can feel totally 
overwhelming and out 
of control. People often 
feel so alone and mis- 
understood that they cut 
off and isolate them- 
selves from their former 
friends and community, 
further adding to their 
misery and pain. 

The emotional con- 
sequences of trauma 
can affect anyone and 
being “hardy” and 
“tough” provides no 
immunity. It is no 
weakness to experience 


the emotional effects of 
trauma. What matters is 
that we, as a society, 
start to develop a far 
better understanding of 
he potential conse- 
quences of trauma and 
provide survivors of 
trauma with the appro- 
priate resources and 
professional help that 
they may need in order 
to heal not only from 
their physical, but also 
recover from their emo- 
tional scars. 

In recognition of the 
lack of appropriate 
services for survivors 
of trauma in 
Oxfordshire, The 
Oxford Stress and 
Trauma Centre was 
founded by Clinical 
Psychologist and 
Trauma Specialist, 
Claudia Herbert, in 1998 
to provide an entirely 
independent, confiden- 
tial, professional trauma 
service, staffed by spe- 
cialist trauma therapists 
to help survivors and 
their families recover 
from the emotional 
effects of their trauma 
in order to be able to 
reclaim their lives. 

Additionally, to its 
therapeutic services, 


The Oxford Stress and 
Trauma Centre provides 
a comprehensive self- 
help booklet mail-order 
service. This, apart 
from stock self-help 
books for trauma, also 
covers a wide range of 
self-help books for 
other emotional prob- 
lems, such as, for 
example, for anxiety, 
phobias and depression. 
All books are written 
by skilled experts in 
their respective field 
and are there to help 
sufferers not only to 
understanding very 
clear language the 
underlying reasons for 
their suffering, but also 
to provide people with 
a wealth of practical 
strategies to help with 
their problem. 

To find out more 
about the services of 
The Oxford Stress and 
Trauma Service and/or 
to obtain an order form 
for their wide-range 
self-help books, you 
can call the following 
telephone number: 
(01992) 77 90 77 or 
write to The Oxford 
Stress and Trauma 
Service, 8a Market 
Square, Witney, OXON 
0X28 6BB. 


' The Oxford Stress and Trauma Centre 

Independent Trauma Treatment Centre specialising in a 
self-help book service for a wide variety of emotional 
problems and problems of daily living. 

Areas include: Low mood, anger and irritability, low self- 
esteem, trauma, depression, anxiety and many others 


Self-help Book's & tape's 


Order easy via internet on 
www.oxdev.co.uk 
Or call us for a free Cataloge with 
Orderform on 01993 77 90 77 

All delivery p&p free for UK 


* 



THE ETHICAL PARTNERSHIP 

Independent Financial Advisers 

• Ethical & Socially Responsible 
Investment Specialists (onshore and 
offshore) 

• Retirement Planning (inc. Stakeholder 
Pensions) 

• Inheritance Tax SC Long Term Care 
Planning 


FREEPHONE : 0800 0924090 


The Ethical Partnership is a member of IFA Network Ltd which is 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Also a member of 
UKSIF (UK Social Investment Forum) 


INTERESTED IN A NEW CAREER IN 

CHARITY 

fundraising or administrative 
management? 

Fresh Fields Training have been running weekend 
courses and one-day seminars for nine years. 
Next weekend course: Bordon, Hants 
Fri-Sun 26-28 October 
Next one-day seminars: near Reading 
13 October & near Bath 10 November 
Full details & 2002 programme from Fresh Fields Training 
Tel: 01373 472 469 
E-mail: meredithl 94@ukonline.co.uk 
www.fftl .moonfruit.com 
Authorised provider under ILA system 

Fresh Fields Training is not connected in any way 
with FRESHFIELDS Solicitors. 


lo Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax* 

01527 588001 

*♦* MM Ut It. tf U os -•) L. .L* ■■■* .Cl . *1 Ml M *M . 
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Copies of 

'100 Hymns for Today' 

(150 approx. Melody Edition & 2 or 3 
accompaniment copies) 
on free offer. 

Apply for further details: 

Sister Mary Jennifer 

01235 767380 


MED REJUVENATION 

AGA'S and BATH'S 

On-site rejuvenation 
Cheaper than replacement 

CALL NOW 

07069 902371/ 08450 900144 
Fax 07069 902371 
email: chieta@hitoasi.com 
Quote ref : OD2 


=S-KD= 


LOCAL FAMILIES NEEDED 

To host overseas children from Taiwan, China and 
Russia aged between 11 and 17 at local boarding 
schools. Could you welcome a child into your home 
for half-terms and exeat weekends and take an 
interest in the child whilst he/she is in England? 
Generous allowances paid 
Please contact: Sarah Studdert-Kennedy 
S-KD Educational Consultants Ltd. 

Tel. 020 8871 3057 




Residential Conference Centre 
9 miles from Edinburgh 


* 5 Main Conference Rooms * Group/Meeting Rooms 
* 32 En-suite Bedrooms * Youth Accommodation 
* Modern Chapel * Parking 


Come and see what Carberry has to offer 
For more information please contact: 

The Office, Carberry, Musselburgh EH21 8PY 
Phone: 0131 665 3488/3135 
Fax: 0131 653 2930 
E-mail: Office@Carberry.org.uk 
Website: www.Carberry.org.uk 



CARDINAL HVfflE CENTRJE 

"enabling young homeless people to fulfil their potential" 



WHERE DOES SHE TURN NOW? 

Sarah is 16 years old and worrying about her GCSE exams, but right now she is also worried about 
where she will be sleeping tonight. Sarah does not have a home to go to but fortunately for young 
people like her, the Cardinal Hume Centre will help. The Centre offers long term accommodation to 
vulnerable 16-21 year olds, encouraging them to continue their studies and helping them to find a job 
and somewhere safe to live. 

The Centre responds to their plea - 7 know I can do it but I need your help. " 

I would like to help and enclose a donation of £ 

(cheques payable to Cardinal Hume Centre) 

□ Please send me a Gift Aid Declaration 

Name: 

Address: 


Please return to: Sarah's Appeal, Cardinal Hume Centre, 3-7 Arneway Street, 
Horseferry Road, London SW1 P 2BG 
or visit www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk 

Registered Charity: 295454 OX 


please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 


f Wedding 
and 

Bridesmaid 

Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading 

l (0118) 9508959 



Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft, and (many on M27 4ft) 
Ballerina Trees. Patio Trees, Upright 
Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so 
much more! 


Indudes Gooseberries plus the latest 
Thornless Gooseberries and lots of grapes. 


FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 



Oxfordshire Animal 
Sanctuary Society 

have a large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible animal 
lovers only. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, 
incl. Alsatian, pet greyhound, 
cats and kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship of animals. 

Also adoption of animals 
Donations required urgently 
Appointments tel: 

0186S 559537 


StCuthman’s 

Coolham RH13 8QL 
(formerly St Julian’s) 

A wonderful venue for 
private retreats/’ time 
out’ near Horsham, 
Sussex. 

Chapel, ensuite rooms, 
quiet, comfortable. 
Good food, beautiful 
lake & grounds. 

2 night min. stay 

Telephone: 

01403 741220 

for information 


Littledale Hall 

A Place to Retreat to 
Advance 

• Warm hospitality/log fires 

• En suite/Bed-sitting rooms, 
home cooked food 

• Beautiful grounds/river 

• Group/Individual bookings 

• ACC affiliated/listening ear 

• “Lost Dreams” Retreat - 
Based on the Book “Sacred 
Romance" 

Littledale Trust, Littledale 
Hall, Lancaster LA2 9EY 
Tel: 01524 770266 
Fax: 01524 771553 
Email: 

Littledale @ littledalehall.co.uk 
www.littledalehall.co.uk 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 


Ordination Stoles 

and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
F rontals and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered altar 
linen. 


Please contact: 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham. MK18 1LU. Tel. 01280 823132 


To Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Pax: 

01527 588001 
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CHOOSING YOUR 
CHILD'S SCHOOL 


Get yourself back 
on course with BOA 

Set within 500 acres of land, BCA is a unique further and 
higher education College based just outside Maidenhead. 

We have full-time programmes in: 


Floristry 
Horticulture 
Greenkeeping 
Equestrian Studies 
Countryside Management 


I Caring I 

I Child Care I 

I Animal Care I 

I Landscape Design I 

1 Veterinary Nursing I 

I Sports & Outdoor Activities 

I HND & BA (Hons) programmes also available in Animal 
Care, Sport, Equestrian and Child Care 

College run transport from local towns is provided 
during term-time - we’re closer than you think! 


BCA, Hall Place, Burchetts Green, 
Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 6QR 
T 01628 824444 F 01628 824695 
E enquiries@bca.ac.uk 
W www.bca.ac.uk 


^)CA 

Quality Training for Leisure 
& Landbased Industries 



St Mary’s School, 

Wantage 

Telephone: 01235 763571 
Fax: 01235 760467 

Email stmarysw@rmplc.co.uk 
www.stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 


Girls’ Independent C of E Boarding and 
Day School Ages 11-18 

Headmistress: Mrs S Sowden 
jggjjp . ' • Scholarships at Sixth form for 

* jMk Academic Ability and Music 

j|^H| • Scholarships at 13+ for 

Academic Ability and Music. 

• Flexible Sixth Form Options 

• Excellence in Art. Drama. ICT 
and Music 

• Scholarships up to 50% for 
daughters of clergy 

• New Campus-Wide Wireless 
Laptop Computer Link 

For further information or to arrange a 
visit please contact the 
Admissions Registrar on 
01235 768323 


Deciding to send a child to 
independent school is one of the 
most important decisions a 
parent can make - and it is 
vitally important to make the 
right choice. Of all the benefits 
parents can give children none 
has more leading value than a 
good education, at a school 
where the child will be happy 
and successful. 

But how do parents choose the right 
school; what should they look for and 
what factors should influence their 
decision? There are many questions 
to consider for example, at what age 
to start the child in independent 
education, whether to opt for a co- 
educational or single sex school and 
whether to send the child to a day, 
boarding or weekly boarding school. 

In deciding at what age the child 
should start, financial considerations 
are of course important. Can parents 
afford to pay for an independent 
education throughout their child’s 
schooling, amounting to up to 15 
years of school fees? Here qualified 
financial advisers are often worth 
counselling. 

Preparatory schools usually 
recommend children to stay on until 
they are 1 1 or 1 3 so they can be 
given their first taste of responsibility at 
school. Some secondary schools on 
the other hand, are able to draw 
children on by offering for example, 
more wide ranging responsibilities and 
a wider academic curriculum. 
Choosing whether to educate your 
children at a single-sex or co- 
educational school is a matter of 
personal preference. Some parents 
like co-educational prep schools but 
want their children to go to single sex 
senior schools. There is some 
evidence to show girls are more likely 
to study science and technological 
subjects it they are not competing 
with boys. 

Other parents want their sons and 
daughters to be educated at the 
same school and some parents opt 
for co-education because they think it 
is more natural and will help their 


Advertisement Feature 



children through their awkward 
teenage years. 

When choosing a school parents 
should also consider the academic 
ability of their child. It’s no good 
pushing a child too hard; there is 
nothing worse for them than just 
scraping through the entrance exam 
and then spending their school days 
bottom of the class. On the other 
hand parents of bright children should 
consider very academic schools 
because children get bored and 
frustrated if there is not enough 
competition. And if your child is gifted 
it would be worth finding out about 
schools catering for talented 
musicians, sportsmen or choristers. 
Once parents have decided what type 
of school would suit their child and 
when to send him or her they should 
draw up a short list of suitable schools 
and arrange to visit them. First have a 
look at the ISIS Schools Handbook or 
our Website (www.isis.org.uk). Next a 
school’s prospectus will give you the 
basic facts about the school - and its 
entry requirements, it also gives an 
idea of the ethos of the schools. 

But you can get the best impression 
by visiting a school. Take a good luck 
at its facilities but concentrate on the 
children. Are they happy, are they 
interested are they helpful and polite? 
What about discipline? Parents can 
get some idea just by looking at the 
pupils. Are they wearing uniform? Do 
they rush past in corridors or walk? Is 
there eye contact within the 
community? 

The head is vitally important - a good 
head makes a school a poor head 
breaks it - and parents must have 
confidence in the person responsible 
for their child’s education. 

You could also contact people with 
children already at the school to find 
out if they and their children are happy 
with it. And always remember that ISIS 
staff are able to advise and support 
you as you refine your opinions and 
make your final choices with schools. 
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T he School of St Helen and St Katharine Abingdon, is an 
independent Day School for 600 girls aged 9-18. 

The School offers a broad education combining high 
academic standards with excellence in art, music and sport. 



• Academic Scholarships, Bursaries and Music Scholarships 

• Entry at 9+, 10+, 11+ and 16+ 

• Outstanding academic results 

• Wide range of extra curricular activities 

• Excellent facilities 

Open Day 

Saturday 29th September 2001 

For further information or to arrange a visit to the school, 
please contact the Admissions Secretary on 01235 530593 
www.sthelens.oxon.sch.uk 



Magdalen College School 

Oxford 


HMC, 600 boys aged 7-18, founded 1480 

Magdalen College School is an academic day school for boys aged 7-18. For over 
500 years, boys have made a distinguished contribution to the life of their school. The 
values of the school encompass a love of learning, a sense of responsibility towards 
each other and the wider community and a request for the individuality of each boy. 
Sport, music and drama are integral to the life of the school. 

OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 6th October 2001 
9.30am to 12 noon 
All Welcome 

Please telephone 01865 242191 for further details 
Magdalen College School 
Cowley Place 
Oxford 
OX4 1DZ 

MCS is a charity dedicated to the education of boys aged 7-18 



A leading GSA Catholic 
Independent Day School 
Preparatory School ( 2 V 2 -II) 
Senior School (11-18) 
580 Girls 


THE MARIST CONVENT SCHOOL 


Kings Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, Berks SL5 7PS 
“A First Class Education” 

N umber One in Windsor & Maidenhead 
1 1EE League Tables 1998, 20C0, 2001 

• Outstand ig examination results 

• Renowned for happy & caring ethos 

• Small clas ;es; excellent facilities 

• 21 GCSE a 26 AS/A2 Level subjects 

• Flourishing Sixth Form 

• Excellent sport, drama, creative arts 

• School coa 1 network 

• Scholarships/Sibling Discounts 

• Entry at 27a, 4, 7, 11, 13 and 1 6 

• Welcoming ai 1 Christians & those supporting its ethos 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 


Mon 8 Oct 7.00 - 8.30pm 
SENIOR SCHOOL OPEN DAY 


Thu 11 Oct 9.00am - 12.00pm 

Please telephone for further details and to confirm attendance 
Preparatory School: Tel 01344 626137 
Senior School: Tel 01344 624291 
Registered Charity No. 225485 


HEYTHROP COLLEGE 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 


The Specialist Philosophy and Theology College of the University 

Masters’ degrees 

(some places still available for September 2001) 

Heythrop College, founded by the Society of Jesus in 1614, has one 
of the finest theological libraries in Britain, as well as one of the 
largest theology teaching faculties. The College is situated in private 
gardens in the heart of Kensington, with excellent underground and 
bus links to all mainline stations. 




ill 


The following Masters courses are available: 


MA in Pastoral Liturgy + 
MA in Pastoral Studies * 


MA in Contemporary 
Theology in the Catholic 
Tradition + 


MA in Christian Spirituality * 

MA in Psychology of 
Religion * 

MA in Canon Law + 


Ma in Philosophy and 
Religion + 

MA in Christianity and 
Interreligious Dialogue + 


* One year full-time or two years part-time 
+ Two or three years part-time with evening tuition 

For further details, please contact Annabel Clarkson, Academic 
Registrar, Heythrop College, University of London, Kensington 
Square, London W8 5HQ; e-mail: a.clarkson@heythrop.ac.uk: fax: 020 
7795 4200; or telephone 020 7795 6600. Further information may 
also be found at: www.heythrop.ac.uk 


Heythrop College is a registered charity No. 312923 
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The Oratory School 



• Education for boys 

• Spirituality for life 

• Academic & sporting excellence 



For a prospectus. 

Telephone: 01491 680 207 
or Fax: 01491 680 020 
or Email: enquiries@oratory.co.uk 

www.oratory.co.uk 


Home English Tuition 

Opportunities for qualified EFL teachers to 
teach and host overseas adult students in 
your home 

Full support provided plus excellent remuneration 
Please apply to: 

InTuition Languages, 4 Ravey Street, London EC2A4QP 

or can 020 7739 4411 

E-mail: learn@intuitionlang.com 


Sn CONFUSED BY 

COMPUTERS 


l s *^ii«l COMPUTER COURSES AVAILABLE INCLUDE: 
□ COT ► Windows ► Word Processing 

. . 1 ► PowerPoint-Presentation ► Access • Database 

Training k FrontPage-Web Design ► Excel - Spreadsheets 
3 West Bar ^ Lotus ► Internet Explorer 

BANBURY ^ Sage-Accounts ► Outlook • E-mail 


PHON E NQWn Apply here for £200 

01 295 Government funding through 

271 888 Individual Learning Accounts 


Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced Levels 


START ANYTIME 


Diplomas Awarded 



The University 
of Reading 

Thinking of taking a 


Part-time BA Degree? 


Telephone ( 0118 ) 931 6354 for details 
Evenings: English, 

Classical Studies, Philosophy 
Day-time: Archaeology, Classical Studies, 
History, History of Art, Languages, 
Linguistics, Music, Philosophy. 


OUR LADY’S CONVENT 


founded in Abingdon in I860 by the Sisters of Mercy 



SENIOR SCHOOL 


for 360+ Girls aged 11-18 

Radley Rd, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3PS 
Tel: 01235 524658 

• new Sixth Form Centre • new 1CT Suite 

high academic standards - small classes - attractive 
modem facilities - caring Christian environment - 
scholarships & bursaries - extensive bus network - 
large indoor heated swimming pool 

OPEN EVENING 

(for both Schools) THURSDAY 
_ 4th OCTOBER 2 001 

INFANT AND JUNIOR 
DAY SCHOOL 

for Girls and Boys aged 4 to 11 

St. John’s Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2HB 

Tel: 01235 523147 

qualified and experienced staff- chapel - playing 
fields - gymnasium - indoor heated swimming pool 
Why not telephone for a prospectus? 



Tax 

Management 


PO Box 6621 
Grantham 
Lines 

NG32 3SX 


for 

Clergy 


Telephone: 01476 514652 
Facsimile: 01476 514654 
e-mail: 

enquiries@clergytaxuk.com 

www.clergytaxuk.com 



ARE YOU UNDER 
PRESSURE 


PUT YOUR TAX 
RETURN TO REST 



FOR PROFESSIONAL ADVICE ON ALL ASPECTS OF TAXATION RING NOW 
PERSONAL INTERVIEWS AT 40 NATIONWIDE VENUES 
PRESENTATIONS FOR COLLEGES, COURSES & CLERGY- RING FOR 
DETAILS VISIT US ON STAND P78 AT MIDLANDS CRE 

Muriel Moreton Martyn Bowler David Foston Daniel Blister 
Paul Tee Nicki Skinner 


You can always depend on our church 
insurance. 

Established as the Anglican insurer in 
1887, our knowledge is specialised and 
unrivalled. But, we care so much about the 
Church that we share our profits with it. 

Our contributions go towards projects 
which are in need of finance, like creating a 
cafe and advice centre for a church in Bath. 

This is just one way in which we 
demonstrate the total commitment we 
make to you. 



ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Telephone: 0845 777 33 22 
www. eigonline. co. uk/church 


MEMBER 


<^ 7 ' 


General Insurance 
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continuum 

• LONDON • NEW YORK 



Special Offer 
Complete Set: £85.00 





The Lectionary Commentary (3 vols.) 

Theological Exegesis for Sunday's Texts 
(Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary) 

Edited by Colin Gunton, Richard Burridge 
and Roger van Ham 

• Exegetical essays on 495 biblical texts from the Revised Common 
Lectionary 

• Seventy-eight authors from a variety of Christian traditions 

• Follows the sequence of Years A, B and C and covers the two 
Readings and the Gospel 

Preachers, pastors, ministers and priests know how rapidly Sundays 
come and go under the pressure of parish life. Protecting time for study 
and theological reflection is increasingly difficult in the modem world. 
These three masterly volumes provide texts of theological exegesis for 
Sunday's readings that will stimulate reflection. They are not books of 
sermons. Each exegetical entry includes three elements: engagement 
with the biblical text, theological reflection and awareness of the 
context within which the sermon will be spoken and heard. They all 
respond to one central question: 'What does the preacher need to know 
about this lesson in order to preach a faithful sermon from if? 


October 2001 • 700pp 
VfoLl: hb 0826456812 • £35.00 
VbL2 hb 0826457517 • £35.00 
VoL3: hb 0826457525 • £40.00 
Set 082645867X • £85.00* 

Please quote 

Ref: CL ST 

for special 
offer 


'Absolutely nothing comparable on the market today' 
'A landmark... should be in every library' 



Offer valid until 
30th November 2001 



Other Relevant Titles 

The Book of the Gospels (352 pp • HB 0 264 67468 5 • £60.00) 

Revised Common Lectionary - Personal Edition (980 pp • HB 0 264 67494 4 • £16.99) 
Revised Common Lectionary - Readers' Hardback (980 pp • HB 0 264 67470 7 • £14.99 ) 
RevisedCommonLectjonty-TteSoliiTertHanltnck^ 

Revised Common Lectionary - Paperback Edition (1344 pp • PB 0 264 67457 X • £9.99) 

Revised Common Lectionary - The Lectern Edition (1280 pp • HB 0 304 33697 1 • £75.00) 


For orders please contact: 

Continuum, Orca Book Services, 

Stanley House, 3 Fleets Lane, Poole, Dorset BH15 3A|, UK 
Tel: 01202 665432; Fax: 01202 666219 


FOR PEOPLE WHO TAKE THE CHURCH SERIOUSLY 



CHURCH TIMES 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Available weekly from your newsagent or by post from our subscription department 
Find out why tens of thousands of churchgoers take the Church Times each week. 
Clip the Coupon or phone 01502 711171 for your FREE copy. 

Send to Church Times , FREEPOST, LON 6705, London N1 0BR 


Please send me my FREE sample copy of Church Times 

Title Initials Name 

Address 


Postcode . 


— BIOXFI 



FEELING SAFE 
AND SECURE 


Feeling safe and 
secure in your own 
home is something 
most of us take for 
granted. 

For the elderly or 
disabled the thought of 
what might happen if 
they or their partners 
were to have an accident 
in the home or suddenly 
become unwell, can be a 
real source of worry. 

Help and reassurance is 
at hand however, In the 




EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
■ ■■ by providing care 
and companionship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

01494 678811 

Al. 
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shape of the Oxfordshire 
Community Alarm 
Scheme. 

The scheme, set up in 
1 986, is managed by 
Oxford City Council from 
their fully computerised 
Control Centre in Oxford 
City. The users of the 
service in Oxfordshire, 
are provided with 
modern alarm units with 
a discreet pendant and 
emergency button which 
can be worn around the 
neck or wrist, or clipped 
to clothing. The 


emergency button will 
operate the alarm 
anywhere in the house or 
garden. 

When the alarm is 
received the control 
centre automatically 
know where the alarm 
call has come from and 
can speak to the person 
without them having to 
be near their telephone. 
This provides a way of 
rapidly summoning help 
should accident or 
sudden illness occur. The 
Control Centre’s fully 


trained staff will answer 
your call promptly and 
will soon have the 
appropriate help on the 
way. 

If you live within Oxford 
City you may also take 
advantage of Oxford City 
Council’s Mobile Warden 
Service and the Social 
Services Nightcare team. 
This scheme is operated 
on a non-profit basis and 
charges are kept at 
reasonable levels. 

For more information 
please call the Control 
Centre on 01865 
742138. 


NATURAL ETHICAL 
HERBAL PRODUCTS 

We are manufacturers and producers 
of ethical natural health products 
covering a wide range of afflictions 
from the common cold to cancer. 
Used successfully all over the UK. Over 
25 years experience. For further 
information, product literature etc, 
please contact: Crymbles of Scotland 
Valleyfield, Kirkcudbright. 

Tel: 01557 860370 


UNIVERSAL CARE 




WALK - IN - BATHS 




Supplied & fitted 

for only 

£2495.00 

Why pay more! 


CALL FREE TODAY 0800 0193777 

TONNIK LTD, FREEPOST, ANG9585, BROXBOURNE EN10 6BR 
AREAS COVERED - ENGLAND AND WALES 


lo Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 


Over 70 ? 

Need funds to improve the quality of your life? Our 
home equity release plan provides tax free cash 
lump sums, without borrowing or interest payments 

Call Trenchant Leigh Ltd, 

(as advertised in Age Concern) 

Tel: 01544 267011 


CONNECT COUNSELLING SERVICES 
NEED TO TALK? 

DEPRESSED? BEREAVED? 
ANXIOUS? LOW SELF-ESTEEM? 
Come to a safe place where you are the focus 
Tel: Janet or Christine 

(01628) 637595 (01628) 628120 
or (01628) 675399 


COLLOIDAL SILVER 

THE UNIVERSAL GERMICIDE 

for humans, animals and plants alike 

Nature’s alternative for anti-bacterial, anti-viral, anti-fungal 
internal and external treatment. 

Non-toxic, non-addictive. Odourless and tasteless. 
Natural and safe defence formula used by airlines and space 
agencies for its effectiveness to curtail waterborne bacteria. 

For information & sales please contact: 

Aloe Vera Marketing Bureau 

PO Box 698, Cardiff CF10 5YU Tel. 029-20 39 80 80 


One 41 four Women and one In seven men wjR spend time 
>n hospital because of psychiatric illness or brain disease. 




Help reduce these figures by 


supporting The Psychiatry Research Trust 



Mrs Sandra Rafault, Psychiatry Research Trust De Cresplgny Park, London SE5 8AF 
Tel: 020 7703 6217 Fax: 020 7703 5796 I 


fmall: s.refauit@iop,fccl.3c uh 

Website: http .www.iop.kdac.uk/iop/prt/ihdex.htm 



MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY 
BUSINESS 

* Large Memorial Display 

* Top Quality Guaranteed Memorials 

* Insurance Cover Available 

* Renovation Work - Free Estimates 
* Prompt and Reliable Service at 

Competitive Prices 
146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home visits arranged 



Can you make 
a difference 
to Gareth’s life? 


Little Gareth has spina bifida but, with care and support 
from ASBAH, he and his parents can now look forward 
to the future. ASBAH provides specialised services to 
babies, children and adults with spina bifida and/or 
hydrocephalus. 

We make a real difference to their lives. 

We rely upon donations and legacies so we can go on 
working with thousands of children like Gareth. 

For further information, please contact Donna Treanor, 
ASBAH Fundraising, at the address below. 


Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus 

42 Park Road. Peterborough PEI 2UQ. 

Tel: 01733-555988 Fax: 01733-555985 
Email: janea @ asbah.org www.asbah.org 
Registered Charity Number 249338. 
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Book Now For Christmas 


THE MANAGEMENT team at the Upcross Hotel restaurant in Berkley Avenue, 
Reading, has devised a selection of menus for the festive season to appeal to a 
wide clientele. 

“That includes business people wishing to entertain friends of clients for a pre- 
Christmas lunch or dinner, or someone wanting to give the family a Christmas 
lunch they will never forget. 

“We are now holding many different kinds of functions for companies. We have 
put on various theme nights, and if anyone has any special requests, whatever 
the occasion, we will be delighted to accomodate them. Everyone can be sure of 
a traditional welcome here. 

“Although the hotel has quite a few bookings confirmed already, we are expecting 
a busy time with the diary in August and Septembr - the time of year when the 
majority of people start to think seriously about Christmas parties,” said Mrs Cecil. 
This beautiful country house establishment is only a few minutes away from the 
hustle and bustle of the town centre Jt is an oasis of charm which will lift the 
stress of life away from anyone. 

A delightful restaurant exudes traditional values associated with country house 
living without any stuffiness, and personal service has always been the order of 
the day. 

The picturesque setting is something everyone should experience, and it does not 
take much imagination to identify this place as an ideal setting for marquees - 
especially suitable for weddings and corporate events. Over the past 25 years, 
word of mouth has set this establishment apart. 



Upcross Hotel 
& Restaurant 

68 Berkeley Avenue, 
Reading, 

Berkshire RG1 6HY 
Tel: 0118 959 0796 
Fax: 0118 957 6517 
Email: 

reservations@upcrosshotel.co.uk 

www.upcrosshotel.co.uk 


THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVE SEASOH, WE ARE 
PROPOSIHG 3 CHRISTMAS PARTY MEMUS 

Choose the Upcross Hotel Restaurant for your corporate, executive, office 
lunches, dinners and Christmas parties as an alternative 

CHRISTMAS PARTY MENUS 

f r 5 Courses £18.00, 6 Courses £28.50 

^JpPpVoUR OFFICE DISCO PARTY BUFFET 

Lunch or Dinner 

Celebrate with a delicious buffet, an ideal way to get into the festive mood! 

15th Dec - 22nd Dec £30.00 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCHEON 

9 Courses £55.00 

We are noted for our quality cuisine and our friendly 
staff aim to ensure you enjoy yourself. 

The Upcross Hotel is a beautiful, privately owned hotel of charm with 
gracious rooms, and bar overlooking the garden. The Upcross Hotel is close 
to the town centre on the A4 just 3 miles from junction 11 & 12 on the M4. 
Ample parking in the grounds 





Bookings are now being taken 


The Upcross Hotel & Restaurant 
is proud to present the finest 
Sunday Lunch in the Reading area 

Enjoy a complimentary glass of Bucks Fizz on arrival and select 
from a choice of menus. 

Exclusive usage of finest Blaremore Beef. 

Home grown organic vegetables whenever possible. 

Start with an innovative presentation of Arbroath Smokies, the Sirloin 
Succulent Blaremore Beef as a main course followed by Highland 
Cranniken with a touch of “The Creature” and double cream. 
Experienced our renowned hospitality and tranquil surroundings coupled 
with fine food and excellent service. 

Available between 12.00pm - 6.00pm 
Book early to avoid disappointment. 

SUNDAY LUNCH MENUS 12.00 - 6.00 

BUCKS FIZZ ON ARRIVAL 
2 Courses £12.50 - 3 Courses £15.00 
Celebrated Blaremore Set Lunch £18.00 
Includes Coffee & Mints 


The Upcross Hotel & Restaurant 

Now Licensed to hold your Marriage Ceremony 

Organising weddings takes time and energy , and the Upcross 
Hotel has perfected a package which , working closely with the 
wedding party, ensures a memorable day for the Bride and 
Groom. Throughout the year the garden makes an ideal 
background for a romantic wedding. 

There is a comprehensive Wedding Package offering to guide the 
Bridal family through the complexities of organising this special 
event. This includes imaginative menus, with a selection of wines 
to choose from, lists of dress hire firms, flowers, hairdressing, an 
experience beautician, right through to the Toast Master, and for 
the speeches there is a PA system. 

The Upcross can accommodate both small and large wedding 
parties and we are delighted to tailor make your special day to 
your individual requirements. 

The Wedding Evening Package includes special evening buffet, 
bar facility, a disco and room hire. 

There is a complimentary bridal room available for overnight 
accommodation for the Bride and Groom, with a Country House 
breakfast the following morning. 



The Upcross Hotel & Restaurant 

An ideal setting for Conferences 
and Business Lunches 

0 Our main conference rooms overlook the garden 
0 For use with an ovehead projector the theatre style 
can accommodate up to 70 delegates for presentations 

or lectures 

0 We accommodate up to 50 delegates for 
Corporate Meetings. 




Call for more information 


The Upcross Hotel & Restaurant 

68 Berkeley Avenue, Reading, Berkshire RGl 6HY 
Tel: 0118 959 0796 Fax: 0118 957 6517 


Email: reservations@upcrosshotel.co.uk www.upcrosshotel.co.uk 
A warm welcome awaits you at the Upcross Hotel 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Independent Financial Services 

Telephone: (01403) 259722 
Fax: (01403) 259877 

Freephone: 0800 389 6701 

Web address: www.branscombefs.com 
e-mail: e-mail :i nfo@branscombefs.com 
The government announced that it will not 
make any additional significant contributions 
to financing people's long term care needs. 

IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
EFFECT LONG TERM CARE, INHERITANCE 
TAX OR YOUR INCOME IN RETIREMENT 
WILL HAVE ON YOUR FAMILY, CONTACT 
US FOR ADVICE. 

WE ARE A SMALL FAMILY BUSINESS WITH 
THE BELIEF THAT IF OUR CUSTOMERS 
TRUST US THEY WILL COME BACK FOR 
ADVICE IN THE FUTURE 

Branscombe Financial Services is a member of 
The Kestrel Network, which is regulated by the 
Personal Investments Authority 


Who’ll be sleeping on this Ad tonight? 



How would you like to spend the night sleeping on 
this Ad? Thousands of homeless people do precisely 
that. 

There are reasons for each person, many are mental- 
ly ill. Others have alcohol or drug problems. Some 
simply cannot cope. 

There are no set rules to being homeless. 

That’s where The Passage can help. The Passage is 
more than a Day Centre. It’s home for hundreds of 
‘roofless’ people each day. 

We give them food, clothing and a shower. We can 
offer them Help, Advice, Counselling, Medical Care 
plus a Job Club are just some of the services 
preparing the way for our resettlement work. 

Yet, we have to rely on your help to continue. 

Every homeless person we help costs an average of 
£5 each day. With many hundreds in our care, it’s a 
thought worth sleeping on. 

Please be generous, send your donation to: Sr 
Bridie Dowd DC, The Passage, Department DO 
09/010/2001, St Vincent’s, Carlisle Place, London 
SW1P 1NL. 


Please send me more information about The Passage 
Cheques made payable to: The Passage 

NctmC PASSAG! 

D*cm 

Address 


Registered Charity No. 1079764 


ASBAH - 35 YEARS ON THE CAUSE IS STILL IMPORTANT 

Advertisement Feature 


THIRTY five years ago 3,000 pregnancies a year 
in the UK were affected by spina bifida, with 
many born alive ... and the late Goon, Sir Harry 
Secombe, appealed in London for something to 
be done to help them and their families. 

The result - all jokes aside - was the formation of the 
Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
(ASBAH), a national charity still going strong to bring 
advice and support to people with these conditions 


ACi DENTURE CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look like real natural teeth at affordable 

prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your natural 

appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

* Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 
wriH • Phone for a free information pack 



DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED 
BY THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH 
WYCOMBE, 

PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

01296 421832 

37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 



OXFORD 

CITY 

COUNCIL 


Help for the 
ELDERLY and 
DISABLED 
in Oxford 

• COMMUNITY ALARM 
SCHEME 

• 24 HOUR HELP ON 
CALL - 365 DAYS A 
YEAR 

• SAFETY, SECURITY 
AND INDEPENDENCE 

• FULLY TRAINED 
STAFF 

• LOCAL CONTROL 
CENTRE 

For further details 
telephone Oxford 
City Council 
Control Centre 
on Oxford 

(01865) 

742138 


OXFORD 

CITY 

COUNCIL 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm THE: 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHADRS AND SCOOTERS 


|§P 





For a sense of freedom 


out of doors 


and around the home 




WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


and fund research into ways to improve quality of life. 
Better diet and the more widespread use of the 
vitamin folic acid, has helped reduce the number of 
babies affected by spina bifida, where the spine fails 
to close properly in the first few days after 
conception. There have been corresponding 
reductions in the secondary complication of 
hydrocephalus, excess fluid pressure in the brain 
which if not treated promptly can cause brain 
damage. 

But 1 ,000 pregnancies are still affected every year, 
with over 1 00 babies bom alive. And there have been 
big increases in the numbers of people with 
hydrocephalus by itself. 

The price of modem medical and surgical advances 
means that many babies survive being bom 
prematurely with fragile brain structures. But at this 
tender age the brain frequently haemorrhages, 


causing hydrocephalus. With prompt treatment and 
adequate support in later life, however, many people 
with this condition enjoy full and rewarding lives. 
Meningitis and other brain infections also cause 
hydrocephalus, as can head injury in road accidents. 
ASBAH, with its countrywide network of advisers, is a 
leading source of information and support about 
spina bifida and hydrocephalus. We are recognised 
as such by people with the conditions, their families, 
other agencies and government. We also lobby for 
changes to improve the lives of people with 
disabilities and reduce their occurrence in pregnancy. 
ASBAH relies almost entirely on public goodwill to 
continue its work. There’s no fairy godmother waving 
a wand, and no bankrolling by government. If you can 
help us to continue to make a difference, please 
contact ASBAH Fundraising, 42 Park Road, 
Peterborough PEI 2UQ, tel. 01733 555988, email 
donnat@asbah.org 


THE PSYCHIATRY RESEARCH TRUST 


The Fight Against Mental Illness 
and Brain Disease 
Mental illness and brain disease 
can be devastating. They cause 
profound distress not only to 
their sufferers but also to their 
families and friends. Sufferers 
often have to endure personal 
humiliation and social 
disadvantage, which make 
recovery even more difficult. 
Mental illness and brain disease 
are more common than many 
assume - they are part of 
everyone’s life in some way. 
Recognised Internationally 
The Psychiatry Research Trust 


exists to support research at the 
Institute of Psychiatry and its 
associated Bethlem Royal and 
Maudsley Hospitals. Much of the 
research into mental illness and 
brain disease in this country 
originated within these 
organisations. The research 
work carried out at the Institute 
has been acclaimed for half a 
century to be of the highest 
quality. 

At The Cutting Edge 
Current research involves a wide 
range of mental, nervous and 
brain disorders, including work 
on the underlying causes of 


these conditions and means of 
preventing, treating and curing 
them. 

PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING A 
LEGACY TO THE PSYCHIATRY 
RESEARCH TRUST 
With legacies we can be 
confident that our research 
projects will continue well into 
the future. In this way we will be 
able to achieve our objective of 
helping those who suffer from 
mental illness and brain disease 
and their families. 

For more information tel 020 770 
35796. 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

T^ARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

C&niTSP Oxon 0X17 1SD 

nursing home Telephone: (01295) 750513 


Take your next Holiday or Break at 

BEECHWOOD COURT 

Christian Holiday and Conference Centre 

Mountain Road, Conwy, North Wales LL32 8PY 



Window in the Centre 


Singles - Couples •Youth Groups 
Conferences • Families - Parties 

Christian Organisation • Friendly Atmosphere 
• Good Home Cooking • Tea/Coffee in rooms 

• Ample Parking • Reasonable Rates • Some en-suite 

• Overnight Short Breaks • Weekends • Week Holidays 

• Day Groups • Meals - F/B or H/B 
Just off the A55, beautiful views, set in woodland near to town. 

Many attractions - day trip distance from The Marble Church (Bodelwyddan), 
Snowdon, Portmeirion, Electric Mountain, Anglesey, Dublin. 

OPEN ALL YEAR 

Tel: 01492 593405 Fax: 01492 593404 

Email beechwood@dialstart.net 
Please Email or Phone for more details 

(A colour brochure is available and includes six other centres around the U.K.) 
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Time of your life 


BOOKS MUSIC COOKERY 


Harry Potter books are just harmless fun 


Dr Andrew Goddard is of the opinion the Harry Potter books are harmless fun, while Laura Hamilton feels they have a 
more sinister side, here they present their cases: 


LIKE many Christian parents, 
I will be taking our children to 
the new Harry Potter 
film. I’ve already read 
them all the books and 
they’ve then re-read 
them countless times. 

But I know Harry Potter con- 
cerns many Christians. Their 
reasoning is understandable 
given rising interest in the 
occult and the slight risk that 
Hogwarts School, Harry and 
his wizard friends, could lure 
some into this. But would the 
stories really be to blame if 
that ever happened? Is that 
what they are about? 

Those who actually read the 
books will find their world is 
clearly fantasy. Its ‘magic’ 
with often Latin-based ‘spells’ 
has (apart from the much- 
mocked divination classes) lit- 
tle in common with doorways 
to occult practices. In fact, in 
our world it is technology 
more than the occult which 
resembles Harry Potter’s 
magic! As Arthur C. Clarke 
said, ‘Any sufficiently 
advanced technology is indis- 
tinguishable from magic’. In 
fact, the books, with their 
central struggle between 
good and evil, can help us to 
think through important 
moral issues. 

In addition to the power of 
self-sacrificial love demon- 
strated by Harry’s mother giv- 
ing herself and saving his life, 
other themes should be wel- 
comed by Christians engaging 
with modern culture. In a 
world obsessed with power - 
not least technological power 
- the characters’ use of magic 
asks us about our own use of 
power. Are we following 
Lord Voldemort and enforc- 
ing our own wills and desires 
on others and our world? 
Education and moral formation 


is another related theme. The 
stories are set in a school whose 
headmaster is clear 
that children must be 
trained in more than 
technical magical 
skills. Training in 
virtue and character formation 
are central because, as 
Dumbledore says: ‘It is our 
choices, Harry, that show what 
we truly are, far more than our 


abilities’. Dumbledore ’s run- 
ning of the school also shows 
there should be no place for 
prejudice but always oppor- 
tunity for repentance and a 
fresh start because ‘it matters 
not what someone is born, 
but what they grow to be’. 

Christians are right to be 
concerned about the occult 
and witchcraft. But opposing 
Harry Potter misses that target 
and misunderstands the sto- 
ries. Worse, it deprives us of a 
fun read about an imaginative, 
fictional world that provides a 
point of contact with millions 
of unchurched young people 
and can encourage us and 
them to think about impor- 
tant moral and spiritual 
questions. 

Dr Andrew Goddard teaches Christian 
Ethics at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and tutors 
for the Faith, Politics and Public Policy 
course at Sarum College, Salisbury'. 


HAVE you heard the story about 
the man who died, struggled to 
the pearly gates to find 
St. Peter wouldn't let 
him in because he did- 
n't believe in salvation 
through Jesus Christ? 

The man complained, 'How 
was I supposed to know what 
to believe?' 

'God gave you His instruction 
book', St. Peter countered. God's 


'instruction book', the Holy 
Bible, contains every law, every 
principle, every criterion, every 
truth the Church was formed 
to witness. Yet, some violate 
God's crystal-clear laws to 
infer their future from shad- 
ows in a crystal ball, from 
whorls and lines in the palms of 
hands, from patterns of tea 
leaves. 

Should Christians believe in 
horoscopes? No more than they 
should rest their fingers on 
the planchette of a ouija 
board and watch it spell mes- 
sages from the spirit world. 

The occult's dangerous influ- 
ence on vulnerable souls rais- 
es concerns for the children 
reading J.K. Rowling's Harry 
Potter books. Harry boards 
at Hogwart's School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry 
where he studies Charms, 
Potions, Divination and 


Transfiguration- (final exam: 
turn a mouse into a snuff-box). 
When the going gets 
tough, Harry's godfa- 
ther doesn't pray: he 
transmogrifies into a 
dog. 

To God, magic is always 
malignant. Practicing witchcraft 
is like sacrificing children to 
trial by fire (Leviticus 19:26; 
Deuteronomy 18:9-12). 
Matthew 18:6 should ring 
alarm bells for anyone leading 
children astray by occult or 
other means. 

One sorcerer thought he could 
improve his act by buying the 
'magic' of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
8:9-24). Other sorcerers, wel- 
coming the Holy Spirit, convert- 
ed, then burned their sorcery 
scrolls (Acts 19:18-20). 

Will Harry be burned? Not by 
those drinking from the corrupt- 
ing chalice of complacency. But 
what if Rowling had Harry 
smoking? Doing drugs? 
Drinking? Would an outcry 
demand she write more respon- 
sibly for her impressionable, 
young readers, since tobacco, 
drugs and alcohol can cause 
physical harm lasting a life- 
time? 

The occult can cause spiritual 
harm lasting an eternity. There's 
concern children in the upcoming 
Harry film may suffer from the 
negative influences of the media, 
fame, or drugs on the set. Who's 
concerned they'll suffer from the 
negative influences of the occult 
in the film? 

God's laws are clear enough. 

So, if we allow the occult to stain 
the souls of our children, what 
can we plead at the pearly gates? 
Not ignorance. Not now. 


Laura Hamilton from Bourne End is a 
writer and broadcaster whose articles 
have been published in a number of 
Christian magazines including Renewal. 


Agree 



Disagree 


Lamb and rosemary spiced rolls by our cookery writer Ann Way 


THIS is a meal I made up the 
other day and my long suffer- 
ing husband, who is my will- 
ing guinea-pig, when I invent 
recipes, gave it the thumbs up 
when I asked if he thought it 
was good enough to pass 
onto our readers. It is fairly 
easy and very tasty. I hope 
you will enjoy it. 


Ingredients for four people 

4 medium sized lamb fillet pieces 
about 4-5 inches long 
1 slice wholemeal bread crumbs 
1 good sized onion 
4 largish button mushrooms 
1 rounded teaspoon rosemary 
1 flat teaspoon cumin powder 
pepper and salt to taste • 

1 pinch of mixed herbs 
1 desert spoon garlic flavoured 
oil and some extra for greasing 
the tin foil for cooking it. 


Method 

Slice open the fillets almost 
through and turn them over 
flat. Cover with grease proof 
paper and beat them until they 
have flattened out like snitzels. 
Chop the onions, mushrooms 
finely and add to the bread 
crumbs, herbs and spices. 
Moisten with garlic oil and 
spread over the flattened lamb 
fillets. Roll these up tighdy and 


place on oiled sheets of tinfoil, 
two rolls to a sheet. Fold the 
tinfoil into a pouch and place 
on a baking sheet. Cook in a 
medium oven for about 40 
minutes 375 °F, Gas mark 4. 
180°C. Serve with roasted or 
boiled potatoes and a green 
vegetable and a little gravy 
made from some lamb stock. A 
cube will do. It goes well with 
a mint flavoured jelly. 


Civil and diligent in Witney, 
senseless in Abingdon 

Charles and John Wesley were regular visitors to this area 


‘NEVER did I see a people 
who appeared more ready pre- 
pared for the Lord’, said John 
Wesley of Banbury in 1784. 

He and his younger brother 
Charles had strong links with 
the Oxford area. It was in 
Oxford that Charles started the 
‘Holy Club’ which 
was to lead to the 
founding of the 
Methodist Church 
by their followers. 

John, who was 
ordained in Oxford in 1721, 
preached his first sermon at 
South Leigh that yeai; and later 
became curate of Stanton 
Harcourt. Both John and 
Charles were students and then 
tutors in the University, John 
staying for 16 years and 
Charles for nine. 

Both the brothers were 
preachers and hymn-writers, 
although Charles is better 
known for his hymns (he 
wrote some 6,500) and John 
for his preaching (he covered 
some 4,000 miles a year for 
over 50 years). John returned 
regularly to speak in this area, 
suffering at the hands of the 
‘rabble’ in Wycombe, Windsor 
and Reading and finding his 
hearers in Henley ‘void both of 
common sense and common 
decency’. After visiting 
Abingdon he commented, ‘So 
stupid, so senseless a people, 
both in a spiritual and natural 
sense, I scarce ever saw before.’ 

The ‘calm and civil’ people 
of Witney, however; who 
appeared ‘remarkably diligent 
in business’, were more spiri- 
tually minded, crowding to 
hear him at 5.00 am. When a 
terrible thunderstorm struck 
the town in 1783, many 
thought the day of judgement 
had come. ‘Men, women and 


children flocked out of their 
homes, and kneeled down 
together in the streets.’ 

Hymns were a vital part of 
the brothers’ ministry, giving 
people a way to express devo- 
tion to God but also to learn 
Christian doctrine. For this 
they owed much 
to the German 
Moravians 
whom they met 
in the USA; 
Anglicans then 
used only metrical psalms. The 
Wesleys published several 
books of their own hymns, 
putting in some by Isaac Watts 
and translations from the 
German and including the 
advice: ‘Beware of singing as if 
you were half-dead, or half- 
asleep.’ They often used popu- 
lar tunes: Charles is said to 
have written ‘Love divine, all 
loves excelling’ after hearing 
Purcell’s ‘Fairest isle, all isles 
excelling’, thinking the tune 
deserved better words. 

For the brothers, the year 
1738 was a spiritual turning 
point. John’s heart was 
‘strangely warmed’ while hear- 
ing Luther’s preface to the book 
of Romans. Charles had a new 
experience of God’s grace while 
recovering from an illness, and 
used the words of his famous 
hymn ‘And can it be’ to express 
it. The ‘chains’ are used 
metaphorically of his sinful state. 

And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in my Saviour's blood? 
Died he for me who caused his pain? 
For me who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
That thou, my God, shouldst die for me! 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound by sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

My chains fell off, my heart was free. 

I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 


Hymn notes 

by Clare Wenham 


Saving soles and souls 

AN OXFORDSHIRE missionary who spent his life among New 
Zealand warriors in the 18th century is the subject of a new book. 
Soles and Souls: a biography of John King, tells the story of a shoe- 
maker who was born in the little village of Swerford. When he was 
22, he sailed to New Zealand as one of the first CMS missionaries. 
His 40-year career amongst the native Maoris - who, though main- 
ly friendly, once threatened to eat his wife - was in stark contrast to 
Oxfordshire rural life. Gill Poole, CMS area representative, came 
across the story while researching for the CMS bicentenary. Tony 
Higgins, a historian in Hook Norton, wrote the book which is pub- 
lished by Stonesfield Press. All proceeds will be shared between 
CMS, the village church of St Mary and Swerford village hall. 
Copies available from Tony Higgins, 16 Beanacre, Hook Norton, 0X15 5UA Tel: 
01608 730389 (£5 or £6 for postal copies - cheques to 'Tony Higgins' please). 



Atholl Road, Pitlochry, Perthshire PH 16 5BX 
Tel: 01796 473044 Fax: 01796 473844 
E-mail: info@atholl-bap-cen.ii.net.com 
www.atholl-bap-cen.u.net.com 

A Christian Conference and 
Retreat Centre Situated At 
The Heart Of Scotland 

can offer you .... 

CONFERENCE FACILITIES 
* RESIDENTIAL COURSES * CHURCH or 
YOUTH WEEKENDS * HOLIDAY 
RETREATS * EQUIPPED FOR DISABLED 
and CARERS 

With easy access throughout the building 
CHURCH OUTINGS or COACH TRIPS 

Whatever Your Need 

Young or Old 

Look No Further 

Contact us for further details of how 
we can cater for your every need 


COLUMBANUS COMMUNITY 
OF RECONCILIATION 

□ Mixed community of Catholics and Protestants 
in N. Belfast working for reconciliation and unity 

□ Resources of excellent premises, garden, 
library for events which fit the ethos and cross 
community relationships 

Contact: “Leader” 683 Antrim Road, 
Belfast Btl 5 4EG 

Tel: 028 90 778 0009 Fax: 028 90 774 692 
Email: columbanus683@aol.com 


THE COMMUNITY FOR 
RECONCILIATION 

Barnes Close, Chadwich, Bromsgrove B61 ORA 

Retreats - group and individual 
Conferences, Youth Camps, Study Days 
Church Weekends & Committee Meetings 
Open over Christmas for Individual Bookings 

Set in five acres of grounds in rural Worcestershire 
the centre can sleep up to 40. Only twelve miles 
from Birmingham, just off M5 junction 4 

For further information or a brochure contact Julia 
on 01562 710231 or email: cfrenquiry@aol.com 



College op t be Holy Spim 
MillpoRT, Isle op Cumme 


Holiday and Retreat House situated on the Isle of Cumbrae in Scotland and 
attached to the Cathedral of The Isles, Britain’s smallest Cathedral. Open through- 
out the year to church groups and individuals for holidays, retreats, church week- 
ends etc.. 

Retreats for 2002 include “Stress and Stillness” with Wanda Nash, “Invitation to a 
meal” with Eddie Askew, Marriage Refreshment Weekend and Painting and 
Prayer Retreat. For further information, including full retreat programme foe 
2002, available from: 

The Warden, The College, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE 

Tel: 01475 530353 Fax: 01475 530204 
Email: tccumbrae@argyll.anglican.org 
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Partners can become friends 

'Links between the Dioceses of Kimberley & Kuruman and the 
Oxford Diocese are one thing but the learning only becomes a reali- 
ty when it comes home to a parish' writes Nick Molony 


A new lamp for Christ 

Given the choice between money and a church, Wooburn Green chose a new church even though their old one had a 
tiny congregation. The result is dual purpose building in the heart of the community 'which looks like a church but is 
versatile and welcoming 7 . Derek Burden, Priest in charge of Wooburn writes . . . 



The Revd Derek Burden and non stipendiary minister, the Revd Rosemary 
Payne with St Mary’s congregation which already includes up to 20 children 


A JOURNEY is usually more 
interesting if we have a compan- 
ion. As we go along we get to 
know one another better and we 
are often able to overcome 
obstacles more easily. In parts 
of Acts 15, we see people in 
Jerusalem and Antioch learning 
from each other. 

Since 1993 the Dioceses of 
Kimberley & Kuruman and 
Oxford have been engaged in a 
relationship which has devel- 
oped from an initial declaration 
of intent into a real dialogue. In 
short, the partnership has 
become a companionship. 

That is not to say that it has 
been easy. South Africa, since 
1994, has undergone and is still 
undergoing many changes fol- 
lowing its recent painful history. 
The 'rainbow nation' has 11 offi- 
cial languages and a relatively 
weak economy. The Diocese of 
Kimberley & Kuruman covers 
an area one and a half times the 
size of Great Britain and has 
only poor resources. Both the 
Northern Cape and the North- 
West Province have high unem- 
ployment and a significant 
movement of population. To 
minister to this context, there 
are only around 30 full-time 
Anglican priests. 

Parish to parish 

Links between two Dioceses are 
one thing but the learning only 
becomes a reality when it comes 
home to a parish. There are, at 
present, about a dozen parish to 
parish links. However the Bishop 
of Oxford's visit in January 
found that there is considerable 
demand and enthusiasm from 
Kimberley & Kuruman parishes 


to explore more partnerships 
with those in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 
In the midst of many changes 
within our society and the 
Church it is easy to become 
inward looking and lose a sense 
of perspective. Having a com- 
panion in a situation which is 
different but also in a state of 
change can have enormous 
mutual benefits. 

Getting to know you! 

Nevertheless it is not always 
easy. We often make mistakes; 
we find that we communicate 
very differently; in K & K for 
instance the spoken word is 
used much more than the writ- 
ten and time is a different con- 
cept there; worship styles vary 
and, especially in the early 
stages, the English parish has to 
take many initiatives whilst 
being patient at the same time. 

As we get to know our broth- 
ers and sisters in their parishes, 
projects often emerge such as 
education, buildings and AIDS 
related work. Experience has 
shown that, when an Oxford 
parish responds, interest goes 
beyond the congregation into the 
wider community. 

In order to share their experi- 
ences and enthusiasm for those 
interested in forming a parish 
link, Bishop Richard and his 
wife, Jo are providing a supper 
at their home in Linton Road, 
Oxford on Wednesday 17 
October at 19.00 for 19.30. If 
you would like an invitation, 
contact the Link Committee 
Secretary (Nick Molony) on 
01628 482660 or nick molony 
@bt internet.com by 12 October. 


IN FEBRUARY of this year the 
new Church of St Mary, 
Wooburn Green was officially 
opened and dedicated by Mike 
Hill, Bishop of Buckingham. 

But a lamp had been lit for 
Christ as long ago as 1903 
when a corrugated iron church 
was built to serve the needs of 
the Glory Mill end of the 
Wooburn Parish in 
Buckinghamshire. The little 
chapel, staffed by clergy soon 
had its own choir and Sunday 
school. Its small hall served the 
social needs of the community, 
with many family celebrations 
taking place there. 

Sadly the chapel’s proximity 
to the river meant that it was 
flooded on many occasions, 
and by the 1990’s, the building 
had become damp and unsafe. 
The Roman Catholics had used 
the chapel for many years to 
celebrate Mass, but they moved 
to the Methodist Chapel on the 
Green, and St Mary’s own 
Anglican congregation had 
dwindled to a handful. 

A glimmer of hope started to 
shine in the mid 90s when a 
new housing development was 
planned for brown land 
belonging to Glory Mill. The 
developers wanted the chapel 
site for more new housing, and 
offered a nearby site for a new 
church, which they would 
build, as part of a community 
benefit. 

Everything then went quiet 
for a few years but late in 1996 
the developer asked for an 
architect’s briefing, and a dual 
purpose church and hall was 
planned. The developers also 
offered a cash alternative to the 
new church, which was tempt- 
ing, since at that time our 
church income was not meet- 
ing our expenses! However 
with the Church of England’s 
focus on mission, the new 
church seemed the right choice. 

The plans were accepted, but 


once again all went quiet - this 
time for nearly four years. 

Finally in 1999, the handful 
of worshippers moved out 
from St Mary’s congregation. A 
number of the St Paul’s congre- 
gation joined those of St Mary’s 
to prepare for the new church. 
The building was started in 
2000 and eventually, after a 
very wet winter, the church was 
ready for use in early 2001. 

The church has a upper room 
above the kitchen, office and 


toilets. This room has a double 
glazed window which over- 
looks the main body of the 
church, and it is here that the 
Sunday School meet, during the 
11.15am service of Holy 
Communion. We started with a 


handful of children of the exist- 
ing congregation members, but 
now regularly have 15 to 20 
children, and have therefore 
needed to recruit extra helpers. 
We are also hoping to offer a 
regular evening activity for 
those children during the week. 
Some elderly members of the 
congregation have also 
returned now that the church is 
back on their doorstep! 

Almost everyone in the con- 
gregation has a job to do and 


the nucleus of church family 
are very committed. At present 
we use a digital keyboard for 
our hymns and we aim eventu- 
ally to form a music group. The 
second service of the week is an 
‘Open to God’ meeting on 


Sunday evenings. We feel we 
. need to pray for the estate on 
our doorstep and also for the 
114 new houses being built 
next to the church, particularly 
as there has already been some 
vandalism to our new church, 
caused by the groups of youths 
who congregate on the streets 
at night. We hope to reach out 
to new people as they move 
into the new houses, and our 
position next to a leisure centre 
means we are highly visible in 
the neighbourhood. We are 
currently running Alpha and 
also have a drop-in morning 
for the elderly and a mums and 
tots group, so it is ‘all go’ at'lSt 
Mary’s. 

The new church building has 
been proposed for an award by 
the local council. Local people 
say that they like the way the 
building ‘looks like a church, 
but is versatile and welcoming.’ 

Come and see us for yourself 

St Mary's has plenty of parking 
space and would be an ideal place for 
an Alpha or PCC away day. Please 
contact Derek Burden for more infor- 
mation on 01628 520030. 



The Bishop of Oxford (right) welcomed the Bishop of Kimberley 
& Kuruman to the June Diocesan Synod. Photo: Frank Blackwell 



FROM THE OLD TO THE NEW: the old St Mary’s Chapel and 
right the welcoming new church which also serves as a hall. 



BUTLIN HOUSE 
BLETCHLEY 
NURSING AND 


RESIDENTIAL HOME 


Run by Printers’ Charitable Corporation 

Vacancies for retired printers and their 
close relatives, also others with funding. 

24 hour nursing care, all rooms en-suite 
facilities. Communal louge and dining room. 
To arrange appointment and receive 
brochure 

please phone 01908 376049 

Reg Charity No. 208882 
www.printerscharitablecorporation.co.uk 


x ®his^is the 
A\ Christmas 
£3tory^ 


The Christmas story 
in words and music 
for children (7-13). 

500+ successful per- 
formances to date. 

All royalties to 
Children of the 
Andes. 

9 catchy, easily 
learned songs 
interspersed with 
short narrations based on St Luke. Duration 45 mins., or 
use individual songs as part of Christmas service. 
Keyboard or taped accompaniment. 

Score £9.95, cassette £4.95 (post free) from: 

Sound Music 

25 Turners Croft, YORK YO10 5EL 

Til: 6190* 4ltmH E mail: petetharrmn^beiEmt 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


CY FINISHES LTD 

Stave Enamelling, 
Powder Coating, 
Street n Printing 

Arnhem Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 5RU 

Tel: 01635 43860 
Fax: 01635 38547 


’Blessed are you 
are poor’ Luke 6:2 


who 


THIS is Luke’s version of the 
more familiar saying of 
Jesus from the Beatitudes, 
‘Blessed are the poor in spir- 
it’ (Matthew 5:3). What 
Luke does is to make it clear 
that it was poverty - real, 
actual, financial deprivation 
- that Jesus was describing 
as ‘blessed’ or ‘happy’. 

Such a view contradicts 
all human experience. 
Poverty is ugly, horrible 
and degrading. It is the par- 
ent of slum housing, starva- 
tion diet, sickness and dis- 
ease. Not only that, but all 
through the Hebrew 
Scriptures prosperity and 
wealth are seen as blessings 
of God. Land, tents, cattle, 
servants and multiple wives 
were evidence of a man of 
God. By inference, then, 
poverty was a matter of 
Divine judgment. No, said 
Jesus, Far from it. For him, 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


wealth was the great hin- 
drance to blessing. Those 
burdened with it would 
struggle to get into the 
kingdom of heaven, 
trapped in the eye of a nee- 
dle, while the poor man, 
the ‘Lazarus at the gate’, 
would be carried by angels 
into Abraham’s bosum 
(Luke 16:23). 

St Francis of Assisi, 
whose feast day falls on 
October 2, embraced this 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism. His 
autobiography Winter's Tale (Lion) 
has just been published. 


insight enthusiastically. It 
was riches that had held 
Jiim back from the king- 
dom and it was renouncing 
them and embracing pover- 
ty that took him into it. 
The poor, he argued, are in 
no danger of trusting in 
their own strength or 
resources. They have learnt 
the great secret of faith, 
which is to rely on grace 
and generosity, those foun- 
dation gifts of the character 
of God. 

It is one of the hardest 
lessons for us to learn. It 
was too hard for the rich 
young ruler in Jesus’s day 
(Luke 18:23) and it sticks 
in the throat of a material- 
istic and success driven 
society like ours. Yet there 
it is, in the words of Jesus 
himself, the key to happi- 
ness: ‘Blessed are you who 
are poor’. 








